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MITV-SECOND  AMUAL  REPORT. 


lo  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  New  York  and  tJie 
Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  : 

The  Managers  of  tlie  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  IN^ew  York,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  their  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, passed  March  29,  1824,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  the  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the  House  of  Refuge 


since  its  opening  in  1825  is   11,003 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  House  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1806,  was   939 

That  there  have  been  received  during  the  year  1866.  .  .  892 

Making  a  total  of   1,831 

That  there  have  been  indentured  and  discharged  during 
the  year   860 

And  there  remain  in  the  House  on  January  1,  1867.  . .  971 


The  Superintendent's  statement  hereto  annexed  con- 
tains all  the  particulars  required  by  the  act  referred 
to  as  to  the  sources  from  whicli  the  inmates  of  the 
House  have  been  received,  their  ages,  and  the  disposi- 
tion that  has  been  made  of  them.  The  statement  also 
shows  the  parentage  of  the  children,  whether  native  or 
foreign,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  and 
contains  many  statistical  details  of  interest  and  value. 
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Anotlier  year  of  patient  labor  has  been  added  to  the 
record  of  many  former  years,  and  we  approach  your 
Honorable  Body  with  no  novel  or  varied  narrative. 
The  House  of  Hefuge  has  moved  steadily  on,  with  lar- 
ger numbers  than  ever  before  within  its  walls,  in  its 
peculiar  path  of  duty  ;  no  important  modifications 
have  been  introduced  into  its  method  ;  and  in  this  res- 
pect, to  a  great  degree,  the  statement  of  the  past  year 
is  also  that  of  the  present. 

The  Board  have  had,  however,  the  opportunity  of 
observing  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  a  rule 
regulating  the  subject  of  indentures  and  discharges, 
adverted  to  in  the  report  of  last  year,  has  operated  on 
our  general  discipline.  By  this  rule  a  discharge  from 
custody  was  made  to  depend  on  a  scale  of  grades  as 
applied  to  the  schools  and  to  general  conduct. 

In  the  fulfillment  of  our  duties  we  are  necessarily 
engaged  upon  that  vexed  problem  which  has  so  long 
lain  close  to  the  heart  of  the  philanthropist,  the  solu- 
tion of  which  involves  not  only  the  welfare  of  its  im- 
mediate subject,  but  largely  also  the  interests  of 
society,  as  connected  with  the  best  practicable  method 
of  moral  reformation  to  be  applied  to  the  large  and 
growing  class  of  neglected  and  vicious  youth.  This 
question  assumes  its  greatest  importance  in  our 
crowded  centers  of  population  or  in  districts  contigu- 
ous, which  quickly  reflect  the  vices  of  the  towns,  in  all 
of  which,  combined  with  other  causes,  rapidly  aug- 
menting numbers,  often  drawn  from  many  question- 
able sources,  are  surely  reducing  the  standard  of  our 
virtue  to  the  low  level  of  older  and  less  favored  com- 
munities. 

We  believe  that  the  foundations  of  our  system  as  a 
house  of  reform  rest  upon  a  solid  basis,  and  we  do  not 
consider  that  the  experience  of  others  offers  any  very 
important  improvement ;  that  within  the  limited  means 
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at  our  command  it  would  be  difficult  to  devise  a  more 
judicious  and  effective  method  for  the  peculiar  class 
with  which  we  are  called  to  deal,  and  that  such  has 
not  been  presented  in  any  compact  and  single  plan  b}' 
the  combined  efforts  of  the  various  benevolent  enter- 
prises of  the  day  operating  in  the  same  field. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  whatever  difficulties  in- 
vest the  general  subject  and  partial  as  the  work  of 
thorough  reformation  may  be,  that  this  Board  accom- 
plishes a  great  and  beneficent  work.  Isot  only  is 
society  saved  from  grave  immediate  annoyance  bv  our 
custody  over  so  large  a  portion  of  its  delinquent  youth, 
but  from  more  serious  vices  and  crimes  into  which 
these  neglected  and  unhappy  lives  would  be  sure  to 
fall  as  their  history  matured. 

But  while  we  are  able  to  speak  thus  confidently  of 
the  general  tendencies  of  what  we  do  to  improve  the 
habits  and  elevate  the  moral  standard  of  our  charges, 
and  while  we  can  trace  its  happy  effects  in  many  in- 
stances, we  are  not  able  to  convey  fully  by  any 
arithmetical  tables  the  value  of  our  work.  Doubtiess 
under  favorable  circumstances  much  of  its  fruit  ripens 
beyond  our  jurisdiction  into  permanent  reformation, 
and  in  others  the  good  influences  which  have  been 
brought  to  bear  exercise  a  modifying  power  over  lives 
which  know  no  other  restraint. 

This  Board  do  not  believe  in  any  panacea  for  a 
vicious  and  depraved  nature.  The  methods  employed 
must  depend  to  a  degree  for  their  success  on  causes 
and  conditions  which  cannot  be  fully  estimated,  and 
over  which  we  can  have  only  a  partial  control.  The 
secret  springs  of  tlioughtand  action  lie  beyond  and  out 
of  our  sight  ;  but  what  virtue  is  found  in  well  adapted 
means  we  claim. 

The  plan  of  our  organization  is  such  that  while,  in 
a  community  so  large  as  ours,  systematically  to  indi- 
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vidiialize  our  training  and  efforts  would  involve  an 
amount  of  expenditure  imposing  a  serious  burden 
upon  the  State  compared  with  the  present  very 
moderate  rate,  still,  obliged  as  we  are  to  deal  with  the 
subjects  of  our  discipline,  mainly  in  the  mass,  they  are 
so  broken  up,  by  divisions  in  each  department  and  by 
separate  classes  in  the  schools,  that  the  character  of 
each  child  is  studied  and  understood  and  the  training 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  each.  Comprehensively  the 
design  of  the  "House  of  Refuge"  embraces  the 
physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  care  and  culture  of  its 
inmates  upon  a  basis  which,  while  securing  to  our 
treasury  the  fruits  of  a  well-arranged  and  limited 
system  of  labor,  leaves  a  proper  measure  of  time  for  in- 
struction, recreation,  and  rest.  This  is  its  broad  outline. 
The  appropriate  details  have  often  been  presented  in 
former  reports  and  will  be  found  in  part  in  the  accom- 
panying tables  ;  it  is  not  necessary  therefore  to  report 
them  here.  But  we  may  say  that,  day  by  day,  with 
order,  punctuality,  and  zeal,  the  work  goes  on  ;  the 
disordered  life  is  here  made  familiar  with  a  new  and  im- 
portant law  of  its  being  ;  the  settled  industry  to  which 
the  listless  wanderer  or  vagabond  is  introduced  is 
made  the  antidote  of  vicious  thought  and  the  appro- 
priate discipline  for  a  better  career.  To  the  license 
of  the  streets  succeed  the  restraints  of  authority, 
and  the  comparative  decorum  which  everywhere 
prevails  is  often  in  striking  contrast  to  everything 
with  which  he  has  been  acquainted.  Thus  he  is 
placed  under  new  conditions  and  furnished  with  new 
motives  of  conduct ;  he  becomes  inured  to  habits  of 
industry,  regular  hours,  and  to  the  routine  of  a  settled 
and  well-ordered  life,  and  that,  in  the  only  way  in  which 
he  can  be  brought  to  feel  their  influence.  All  that  a 
system  can  do  to  form  its  subjects  to  a  habit  of  indus- 
try is  done,  while  the  elements  of  sound  education  are 
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introduced  to  co-operate  and  to  fill  that  important  part 
for  which  the}''  are  designed  ;  and,  above  all,  the  duties 
of  morality,  the  precepts  of  religion  as  a  rule  of  life, 
and  the  saving  truth  of  our  common  Christianity,  are 
affectionately  and  urgently  pressed  upon  them  in  a 
manner  adapted  to  their  characters  and  understand- 
ings. In  this  connection  the  services  of  our  Chapel 
present  very  interesting  features. 

Thus  our  inmates  may  be  said  to  form  a  large 
household  where,  under  the  guidance  of  a  well-matured 
experience,  benevolence  and  religion  combine  to  hold 
the  reins  of  authority.  If  these  do  not  avail,  if  judi- 
cious restraints,  industrious  habits,  wholesome  advice, 
adequate  instruction,  and  all  under  conditions  favora- 
ble to  liealth  of  body  and  of  mind,  fail,  we  are  at  a 
loss  to  supply  the  necessary  elements.  We  know  of 
no  better  way. 

The  proposed  ends,  however,  are  not  attained,  as  may 
be  supposed,  without  the  use  of  a  somewhat  elaborate 
machinery,  and  the  exercise  of  much  attention  and 
solicitude  by  the  Board.  The  affairs  of  the  House  re- 
quire sound  capacity  and  thorough  administration  on 
the  part  of  its  superior  officers,  and  proportionally  in 
the  inferior  departments.  To  secure  these  in  relation  to 
all  our  varied  interests  demands  at  least  constant  vigi- 
lance. During  the  intervals  of  the  monthly  meetings 
of  the  Board,  special  committees  are  charged  with 
their  peculiar  responsibilities,  and  as  the  House  (where 
the  duties  of  these  committees  can  only  be  properly 
fulfilled)  is  at  a  distance  of  some  seven  or  eight  miles 
from  the  residences  of  the  members,  and  as  these  duties 
occupy  the  principal  part  of  the  day,  some  of  them 
also  being  of  weekly  recurrence,  it  will  be  readily  seen, 
that  to  discluu'ge  these  faitlifully  during  all  vicissitudes 
of  weather,  as  has  been  repeatedly  the  case  for  a 
period  of  years  on  the  part  of  individual  members. 
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^  calls  for  no  common  share  of  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  Institution.  The  Managers,  conscious  of  their 
obligations,  endeavor  to  practice  a  severe  economy.  A 
rigid  inspection  is  made  by  the  appropriate  committee 
of  all  bills  for  supplies  presented  by  the  chief  execu- 
tive officer  of  the  House  before  receiving  the  final  sanc- 
tion of  the  Board,  and  its  whole  order,  arrangement, 
and  conduct  are  systematically  scrutinized.  The  ex- 
penditure is  reduced  within  the  narrowest  limits  of 
which  prudence  will  admit.  The  food  of  our  inmates 
is  plain,  and  what  we  do  not  supply  ourselves  from 
the  produce  of  our  land  is  obtained  at  the  lowest  con- 
tract or  market-rates.  Their  garments  are  homely  and 
of  such  texture  as  promises  to  be  most  useful,  while 
they  are  prepared  by  ourselves — tailoring  and  the 
needle  being  extensively  employed  in  the  Female  De- 
partment tor  the  supply  of  both  the  male  and  female 
branches.  Most  of  the  daily  routine  of  domestic  du- 
ties is  discharged  by  the  inmates,  and  it  will  be  at 
once  seen  that  the  services  to  be  performed  in  the 
kitchen  and  laundry  alone  become  serious,  when  per- 
taining to  a  household  embracing  nearly  a  thousand. 
In  this  way  we  avail  ourselves  of  our  resources  at  all 
practicable  points. 

It  became  necessary,  in  the  early  part  of  the  season, 
for  general  sanitarj^  reasons  and  particularly  in  view 
of  the  approaching  pestilence,  to  revise,  to  a  great  de- 
gree, the  drainage  of  the  Boys'  House — a  work  involv- 
ing much  labor  and  some  expenditure.  It  was  all 
performed  by  a  detail  from  the  larger  boys. 

In  the  garden,  also,  under  the  direction  of  a  compe- 
tent person,  they  acquire  a  degree  of  knowledge  and 
skill  in  this  branch  of  labor,  and  are  very  useful  to  us 
in  the  cultivation  of  articles  of  ordinary  consumption. 
Indeed,  the  greater  part  of  the  ground  now  employed 
for  this  purpose  has  been  redeemed  from  the  condition 
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of  a  salt-marsh,  or  from  an  originally  intractable  and 
rocky  state,  and  is  being  yearly  enlarged  by  labor 
drawn  from  the  same  sources  ;  while  all  the  rest  of  the 
land  at  our  disposal  is  rapidly  becoming  available. 
This  has  been  mentioned  in  former  re])orts  ;  but  as  it 
is  a  yearly  feature  of  our  labor,  it  may  be  again 
referred  to  without  impropriety,  particularly  as  these 
facts,  some  constant  and  others  accidental,  are  cited 
chiefly  to  show  the  manner  in  which  we  endeavor  to 
become  a  self-sustaining  institution. 

The  amount  of  labor  and  responsibility  arising  out 
of  our  increased  numbers  and  the  enhanced  price  of 
all  articles  of  common  use  have  imposed  additional 
burdens  upon  the  Board  for  some  time  past.  To  meet 
and  support  these  in  some  measure,  we  have  sought 
to  avail  ourselves  of  some  form  of  industry  sucli  as 
would  tax  but  lightly  the  physical  strength,  so  that 
the  class  of  smaller  boys  as  well  as  the  girls,  w^ho  have 
hitherto  been  almost  exempt  Irom  the  regular  duties 
of  the  shops,  might  be  made  to  contribute  their  quota 
to  our  support.  \Ye  have  accordingly  introduced  the 
manufacturing  of  hoop-skirts  as  a  new  branch  of  our 
labor,  and  have  emj)loyed  about  thiiiy-tive  of  the 
boys  and  about  seventy  of  the  girls  in  this  work. 
They  seem  well  adapted  to  it,  acquiring  the  necessary 
degree  of  skill  with  facility. 

But  the  increasing  number  of  commitments,  which 
have  rapidly  swollen  from  about  500  to  nearly  1,000 
annually,  px)erates  upon  us  unfavorably,  not  only  in  a 
financial  point  of  view,  but  has  also  left  us  with  in- 
adequate accommodation. 

In  our  plan  of  reformation,  the  feature  of  isolation 
in  the  dormitories  is  considered  indisx>ensable,  espe- 
cially as  applied  to  the  class  of  larger  boys  ;  but  such 
is  the  pressure  ui)ou  us  that  to  some  extent,  ot  late, 
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we  have  been  compelled,  mncli  against  oiir  will,  to 
disregard  this  important  condition. 

About  100  of  our  sleeping-rooms  have  two  occupants, 
and  it  has  been  found  necessajy  to  use  one  of  the  large 
rooms  designed  for  a  hospital  as  an  open  dormitory, 
into  which  we  have  crowded  a  large  number.  Such 
an  arrangement,  we  wish  to  say,  does  not  consist  with 
the  usual  discipline  of  our  Institution,  but  is  at  pres- 
ent unavoidable.  The  law  passed  in  1851  for  en- 
larging the  House  contemplates  provision  for  a  thou- 
sand inmates,  and  this  we  have  made  ;  but  the  pres- 
ent difficulty  arises  in  part  from  a  disproportion  in 
the  number  of  males  and  females  not  originally  fore- 
seen. In  that  branch  of  the  House  designed  for  the 
latter  there  remain  unoccupied  sleeping  accommo- 
dations for  an  increase  of  about  fifty  ;  while,  as  has  been 
mentioned,  in  the  Boys'  House  there  is  a  great  defi- 
ciency of  room. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  the  Managers  felt  much  solici- 
tude in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  when  the  cholera 
seemed  advancing  upon  us,  for  it  was  obvious  that  so 
many  hundreds,  crowded  compactly  together  during 
the  warm  term,  presented  one  of  the  very  conditions 
calculated  to  invite  its  assaults. 

We  feel,  however,  called  upon  to  note  the  issue, 
first  in  gratitude  to  an  overruling  Providence,  and  next 
to  place  in  a  clear  light  the  appropriate  results  of 
cleanliness  and  caution,  faithful  nursing  and  high 
medical  skill  in  relation  to  this  disease  ;  to  all  of  which, 
combined,  we  owe  our  exemption.  Our  arrangements 
were  such  that  we  were  able  to  detect  and  report  to 
the  proper  authority  the  first  symptom  of  the  malady, 
and  with  such  good  results  that,  altliougli  our  south 
wing  approaches  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of  the 
building  on  AVard's  Island  used  as  a  cholera  hospital, 
and  which  sometimes  contained  as  many  as  forty 


F0ETY-8EC0ND  ANNUAL  EEPOET. 


13 


cases,  only  a  solitary  death  from  tliis  cause  occurred 
among  our  children,  and  this  proved  to  be  the  first 
case.  We  record  this  result  as  an  appropriate  testi- 
mony to  our  officers,  and  as  displaying,  in  a  satisfac- 
tor^nnanner,  the  general  management  of  the  Institution. 
There  are  other  forms  of  disease,  however,  which,  if 
once  introduced  among  us — malignant  typhus,  for  in- 
stance—might prove  much  less  manageable. 

We  might  say  here  that  although  the  Board  have 
carefully  considered  the  difficult  subject  of  ventilation 
and  have  called  to  their  aid  the  available  science  of 
the  day,  some  radical  difficulty  remains. 

To  avoid,  therefore,  the  anxieties  and  dangers  arising 
from  the  above-mentioned  sources,  as  well  as  on  moral 
grounds,  we  feel  obliged  to  say  that  our  present 
accommodations  are  not  adequate  to  our  wants ;  we 
need  a  new  building.  It  has  been  proposed  to  connect 
the  Boys'  School  and  Dining-halls  with  the  main  build- 
ing at  a  point  indicated  by  the  Rotunda.  We  should 
then  obtain  accommodations  for  about  two  hundred 
more  than  our  present  number,  besides  the  advantage 
of  establishing  a  union  of  these  halls  with  the  dormi- 
tories of  the  main  building — a  matter  very  desirable 
during  inclement  weather.  The  space  designed  to  be 
covered  embraces  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in 
length ;  it  is  not  proposed  to  carry  the  basement  and 
first  floor  over  the  entire  distance,  but  to  leave  open 
spaces  at  both  ends  for  free  ventilation  between  the 
grounds  of  the  two  divisions ;  thus  the  new  structure 
would  here  form  an  extended  gallery,  or  corridor,  over- 
head. The  proposed  enlargement  would  not  only  pro- 
vide for  a  considerable  increase  of  numbers,  but  would 
furnish  a  remedy  against  the  evil  above  alluded  to — 
viz.,  the  present  overcrowding  of  the  dormitories— as 
also  against  those  which  arise  from  the  constantly  in- 
creasing requirements  of  our  labor. 
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Growing  numbers  tell  upon  us  in  every  direction, 
and  demand  corresponding  means,  facilities,  and  space 
everywhere. 

They  affect  us  also  seriously,  under  our  present 
straitened  circumstances,  in  another  of  our  main  fea- 
tures as  a  reformatory. 

It  is  indispensable  that  the  subject  of  our  discipline 
should  be  retained  under  our  influence  for  an  adequate 
period  ;  but  for  want  of  proper  accommodations  we  are 
not  able  to  do  justice  either  to  them  or  to  ourselves. 
We  are  compelled  to  dismiss  some  prematurely  or  to 
reject  others.  We  have  usually  chosen  the  former 
alternative.  Under  all  the  circumstances  we  do  as 
well  as  we  are  able  ;  but  the  difliculty  alluded  to  oper- 
ates throughout,  and  to  accomplish  thoroughly  our 
work  of  reformation,  we  desire  to  be  rid  of  all  unne- 
cessary restraint  upon  the  freedom  of  our  judgment 
and  action  in  every  individual  instance,  otherwise  the 
offender  may  be  returned  upon  our  hands,  and  the 
original  evil  will  only  be  found  repeating  itself. 

The  Board  continue  to  indenture  through  the 
neighboring  States,  and  hav«  been  able  to  locate  ad- 
vantageously several  companies  of  boys  in  some  of  the 
Western  States.  This  is  our  great  source  of  relief,  and 
we  fear  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  avail  ourselves 
somewhat  too  freely  of  this  our  only  avenue  of  help. 
We  need  others  for  the  disposal  of  our  inmates  and  to 
provide  properly  for  their  welfare.  During  the  war 
many  enlistments  occurred  among  our  older  boys,  and 
a  singularly  large  number  of  these  distinguished  them- 
selves both  by  their  bravery  and  general  conduct. 
This  fact  was  substantiated  in  a  former  report,  the 
discipline  of  the  House  having  proved  a  good  prepara- 
tion for  the  arduous  life  of  the  camp.  This  resource 
has  failed  ;  but  as  the  question  presses  upon  us  in  the 
increasing  urgency  of  our  situation — What  shall  we  do 
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to  provide  for  tliis  class  of  older  boys  so  as  to  afford 
the  necessary  restraints,  with  adequate  training,  for 
the  future  ? — the  light  which  these  facts  throw  upon 
the  characters  of  these  boys  seems  to  point  to  a  kindred 
field,  where  their  natural  courage  and  hardihood  can 
be  taken  advantage  of  and  so  trained  as  to  receive  a 
direction  in  behalf  of  society,  instead  of  leading  tliem 
to  take  the  part  of  its  lawless  and  desperate  enemies. 
The  idea  has  long  been  a  favorite  one  with  some  of 
our  members  that  a  ship  of  discipline  and  instruction 
would,  under  proper  regulations,  form  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  the  House  of  Refuge.  The  suggestion  has 
been  already  carried  into  practice  in  other  places  in 
connection  with  organizations  similar  to  our  own,  and 
is  considered  so  much  of  a  success  in  Massachusetts 
that  another  ship  has  lately  been  added  to  the  one 
with  which  the  experiment  commenced. 

We  feel  confident  that  many  of  these  lads  contain 
good  material  for  such  an  enterprise  ;  they  are  self- 
reliant,  fearless,  and  quickly  adapt  themselves  to  new 
conditions  ;  many  of  them  are  bright  lads,  of  good 
parts,  and  make  apt  scholars  ;  they  are  naturally,  and 
trom  their  previous  history,  adventurous,  and  would 
be  rather  attracted  than  repelled  by  the  idea  of  a  sea- 
faring life.  The  necessary  probation  would  doubtless 
cool  the  ardor  of  some,  but  the  marine  service  would 
in  due  time  receive  the  accession  of  a  valuable  body 
of  seamen,  well  trained  in  the  theoretical  part  of  their 
duties,  combined  with  a  good  deal  of  practical  skill, 
and  requiring  only  a  short  experience  of  rough  water 
to  put  them  well  forward  in  their  profession. 

The  present  great  want  of  our  merchant  service  arises 
from  the  absence  of  a  class  of  skillful  and  reliable  sea- 
men of  native  birth,  and  we  believe  this  applies  with- 
out distinction  as  to  rank.  It  operates  greatly  to  the 
public  detriment  and  loudl}^  calls  for  a  remedy.    If  an 
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experiment  of  tlie  nature  of  the  one  proposed  should 
prove  a  success,  there  is  at  once  presented  a  wide  and 
constantly-growing  field  upon  whose  resources  we  can 
annually  draw  to  supply  the  deficiency.    In  this  the 
Board  would  not  depart  from  the  direct  line  of  their 
work  as  that  of  a  reformatory,  but  would  only  endeav- 
or to  secure,  in  a  two-fold  direction,  the  best  interests 
of  the  State,  and  that  in  a  manner  entirely  consonant 
with  their  jnain  design.    The  chief  question  is  not  so 
much  whether  these  boys  can  acquire  a  proper  knowl- 
edge of  the  duties  of  a  seafaring  life — for  that  they  will 
do  readily — but  whether  the  influences  brought  to  bear 
upon  them  will  so  counteract  those  of  early  neglect 
and  association  as  to  make  them  reliable.    We  are  of 
opinion  that,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  they  will, 
particularly  when  we  reflect  that  a  ship  always  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  a  school  of  discipline,  and  has  often 
hitherto  been  regarded  and  used  as  such  for  the  irregu- 
lar and  wayward.    This  particular  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion is  also  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  the  present 
moral  status  of  the  service,  and  here  we  would  say 
that,  after  the  corrective  agencies  have  been  applied  for 
a  sufficient  period,  we  think  that  these  boys  will  take 
their  place,  as  regards  their  moral  standing  and  fitness, 
at  least  on  a  level  with  the  majority  of  those  whose 
duties  they  will  be  trained  to  discharge.    We  might 
advert  to  the  fact  that  there  are  now  at  least  two  ships 
in  commerce  well  commanded  by  those  who  were  once 
subject  to  the  authority  of  this  Board,  and  who  proba- 
bly owe  to  the  House  of  Eefuge  the  best  part  of  their 
moral  training. 

We  beg  leave  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of  your 
honorably  body  this  particular  feature  of  our  Report. 
We  feel  assured  that  we  can  present  no  facts  of  import- 
ance with  which  you  are  not  already  acquainted,  since 
the  evil  is  of  so  public  a  nature  ;  but  as  to  the  applica- 


FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  EEPORT. 


17 


tion  of  tlie  proper  remedy,  in  a  full  survey  of  the  subject, 
we  consider  the  proposed  undertaking  one  well  worthy 
of  your  early  and  favorable  notice.  The  experience  of 
our  officers  qualifies  them  to  enter  upon  this  duty  with 
the  prospect  of  the  largest  results  that  can  be  realized. 

If  these  suggestions  involve  larger. demands  upon  the 
public  treasury  than  usual,  we  can  only  plead  new 
conditions  and  the  necessities  of  our  situation.  We 
would  also  add  that  the  Managers  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  state  these  questions  fairly  with  reference  to  the  public 
interests  and  to  those  of  the  Institution  they  control. 

Our  financial  situation  does  not  present  any  very 
great  or  embarrassing  indebtedness,  but  the  close  of 
the  year  leaves  us  with  a  deficiency  of  nearly  $10,000. 
The  appropriation  of  819,922.36  by  the  last  Legislature 
to  pay  off  the  debt  existing  at  the  close  of  1865  re- 
lieved us  at  the  time,  but  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
our  inmates,  shown  in  the  report  for  that  year,  continu- 
ing through  1866,  together  with  the  high  cost  of  living, 
forced  the  Board  to  raise  by  temporary  loans  an 
amount  sufficient  to  carry  us  through  the  year.  By 
the  Treasurer's  Eeport  it  will  be  seen  that  the  current 
expenses  of  the  year  were  : 

For  the  support  of  the  inmates   $114,705  44 

For  insurance,  interest,  and  sending  children  West   4,880  20 

$119,591  64 

To  meet  this  amount  there  were  applicable 


of  the  receipts  for  the  year  : 

From  the  State  Comptroller   $35,000  00 

"     City  Comptroller   11,000  00 

"     Labor  of  the  children   45,790  70 

"     Theatre  Licenses,  Board  of  Education, 

&c.,  &c.   17,993  30 

 $109,783  00 

Deficiency   $9,808  64 

Viz.:  Due  the  Treasurer   $7,275  10 

Library  Fund   2,533  54 

  9,808  64 
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Under  tlie  peculiar  circumstances  affecting  the  con- 
dition of  our  finances  for  the  past  year,  we  have  good 
reason  to  congratulate  the  State  that  the  amount  of  the 
deficiency  is  so  trifling.  With  the  very  large  number 
of  inmates  which  we  have  had  committed  to  our  care, 
requiring  food,  clothing,  and  care-taking,  with  prices 
of  all  the  articles  consumed  still  at  the  large  advance 
prevailing  for  four  years  past,  the  expenses  of  the 
House  must  necessarily  have  been  very  considerably 
in  excess  of  our  income  had  we  not  been  able  to  secure 
the  large  return  from  the  labor  of  our  children  exhib- 
ited in  the  above  account. 

In  a  comparison  of  the  items  of  heaviest  expense 
with  those  of  former  years  it  will  be  seen  that  while 
some  have  equaled  or  exceeded  those  of  former  years 
of  high  prices,  and  the  gross  cost  of  support  has  been 
greater,  still,  owing  to  the  large  receipts  from  the  earn- 
ings of  the  past  year,  the  net  cost  is  smaller.  The  very 
carefully  prepared  table  (No.  10  of  the  Appendix)  of 
the  Superintendent  enables  us  to  make  these  compari- 
sons with  previous  years  : 

*  In  1864  the  average  cost  of  food  and  provisions  for  each  child 


was   $47  00 

In  1865  the  same  was   48  15 

Average  of  the  two  years   47  57 

In  1866  average  of  these  articles   52  96 

In  1864  the  average  cost  of  clothing  was   $19  89 

In  1865                         "         "    24  13 

Average  of  the  two  years   22  01 

In  1866  average  of  this  article   25  67 

In  1865  average  expense  of  salaries   19  90 

In  1866            *'           "    19  61 


In  1864  the  gross  cost  of  each  child  was  $122  77 

Receipts  from  labor   39  40 

Net  cost  of  each  child   $S3  37 


*  For  these  items  see  Forty-first  Annual  Report  for  18G5,  pp.  10  and  11. 
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In  1865  the  gross  cost  of  each  child  was  $122  70 

Receipts  from  labor   42  18 

Net  cost  of  each   $80  52 

In  1866  the  gross  cost  of  each  child  was   $124  27 

Receipts  from  labor   49  41 

Net  cost  of  each   $74  86 


We  leave  these  figures  to  speak  for  themselves, 
only  observmg,  in  conclusion,  that  our  annual  allow- 
ance from  the  State  amounts  to  less  than  $40  per  capita, 
being  the  same  rate  as  in  former  years,  while  we  have 
fallen  altogether  upon  different  times,  in  fact  have  en- 
tered upon  a  new  state  of  things  financially,  and  all 
the  articles  of  daily  consumption  are  largely  in  excess 
of  old  prices.  This  matter  is  of  such  universal  ex- 
perience as  scarcely  to  need  mention.  It  seems  to  us 
but  a  small  outlay  for  society  to  make  for  the  sup- 
port and  reformation  of  well  nigh  a  thousand  of  its 
erring  and  forsaken  children,  a  large  portion  of  whom 
must  otherwise  be  counted  among  the  irretrievably 
lost  ;  and  though  we  should  allow  that,  in  some  few  in- 
stances, the  work  fails  of  its  great  intent,  still,  in  any 
fair  aspect  of  the  case,  the  bargain  appears  to  us  a 
cheap  one,  and  such  as  the  most  watchful  and  faith- 
ful custodian  of  the  public  interest  can  well  afibrd 
to  make. 

Through  the  sanction  and  munificence  of  your  pre- 
decessors, the  House  of  Refuge  has  become  a  great 
and  noble  charity,  worthy  of  the  State,  and  the  rela- 
tions it  sustains  to  the  interest  of  the  city  and  of  the 
entire  State,  present  and  future,  are  such,  that,  among 
the  powerful  agencies  which  subserve  the  great  ends 
of  moral  and  social  renovation  it  holds  a  notable 
position  ;  it  is  a  strongly  conservative  force  among  the 
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numerous,  rapidly  increasing,  dangerous,  and  destruc- 
tive elements  wMcli  abound  in  the  daily  life  of  our 
metropolis,  and  which,  if  allowed  to  develop,  will  re- 
quire a  strongly  repressive  force  ;  it  does  its  work 
faithfully  by  the  side  of  kindred  institutions  and  well 
deserves  the  fostering  care  of  an  enlightened  body  of 
rulers. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  place  before  you  thus 
concisely  the  prominent  points  of  our  situation,  and, 
not  unmindful  of  past  consideration,  would  earnestly 
press  upon  your  attention  the  increasing  wants  of  our 
establishment. 

The  Board  would  make  respectful  mention  of  its 
late  Treasurer,  Walter  Underhill,  a  gentleman  of  great 
personal  worth,  who  died  in  the  month  of  August  last. 
He  had  been  connected  with  our  body  from  a  very  ear- 
ly period  of  its  history,  and  ever  cherished  its  interests 
with  unabated  regard. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  refer  to  the  accompanying 
reports  for  muoh  mluable  information  touching  the 
interests,  state,  and  operations  of  the  Reformatory. 

House  of  Eefuge,  January  1,  1867. 
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APPENDIX. 

REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  : 

Gentlemen— Tlie  Superintendent  respectfully  reports  that  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Institution,  in  1825,  the  whole  number  of  children 
received  is  11,603.  The  number  in  the  House  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1866,  was  as  follows : 

White  Boys   723 

White  Girls   170 

Colored  Boys   33 

Colored  Girls   13 


Were  received  during  the  year  1866  : 

White  Boys   686 

White  Girls   149 

Colored  Boys   45 

Colored  Girls   12 


Were  disposed  of : 

White  Boys   674 

White  Girls   139 

Colored  Boys   40 

Colored  Girls   7 

Leaving,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1867  : 

White  Boys   735 

Whit^  Girls   180 

Colored  Boys   38 

Colored  Girls   18 


939 


893 
1,831 


860 


971 
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TABLE  1.— Showing  tlie  Sources  whence  icere  received  892  Children 
during  the  year  18G6. 


White 

Colored 

C<<lored 

Total. 



Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys . 

Girls. 

Ill 

28 

4 

1 

144 

226 

16 

7 

2 

251 

104 

10 

6 

4 

124 

47 

11 

0 

0 

58 

38 

10 

1 

0 

44 

"     Commissioners  of  Public  Chari- 

ties and  Correction  

14 

7 

4 

1 

26 

16 

3 

2 

0 

21 

"     Erie  "   

0 

11 

0 

1 

12 

5 

1 

7 

0 

13 

"     Columbia  "   

2 

2 

0 

7 

15 

2 

3 

1 

21 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"     Ulster  "   

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

"     Suffolk  "   

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

"     Cliautaucj^ue  " 

0 

9, 

0 

0 

o 

lit 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

6 

2 

0 

0 

8 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

590 

112 

37 

11 

750 

Returned  after   having  been  dis- 

96 

37 

8 

1 

142 

686 

149 

45 

12 

892 

TABLE  II. — Showing  the  disjyosition  of  8G0  Children  during  the  year  18% 


White 

White 

Colored 

Colored 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

131 

0 

29 

0 

160 

0 

64 

0 

4 

68 

7 

0 

0 

0 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

7 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

"          File  Manufactory. .  . . 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Wool  .... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

494 

70 

8 

2 

574 

14 

4 

0 

0 

18 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

8 

674 

139 

40 

7 

860 

supeeintendent' s  eepoet. 
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TABLE  III. 

Slmcing  the  Parentage  of  750  Children  received  during  the  year  18GG. 

Americans   100 

Irish   455 

Germans   97 

English   oo 

Africans   37 

French   10 

Scotch   11 

Polish   1 

Jewish   1 

Spanish   3 

Welsh   1 

Italian   1 

750 

TABLE  IV. 

* 

Shoiring  the  Ages  of  750  Children  received  during  the  year  186G. 


149  were  15  years  old. 

125   "  16 

57   "  17 

33   "  18 

10   "  19 

1  was  20 

750 


2  were  7  years  old. 

9  "  8 
12  "  9 
30  "  10 
46  "  11 
74  "  12 
85  "  13 
117   "  14 

Average  age,  14  years,  1  month,  and  28  days. 

TABLE  V. 

Showing  the  Offenses  for  lohich  750  Children  were  committed  during  the 

year  1866. 

Petit  Larceny   348 

Grand  Larceny   40 

Burglary   25 

Assault  and  Battery   10 

Malicious  Mischief   11 

Arson   4 

Obtaining  Money  by  False  Pretenses   1 

Rape  \   2 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods   1 

Passing  Counterfeit  Money   1 

Disorderly  Conduct   5 

Vagrancy  302 
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TABLE  VI. 

Showing  the  Social  Condition  of  Children  received  during  the  year  1866. 

1 87 

Have  lost  fathers  

Have  lost  mothers  

Have  lost  both  parents  ^^"^ 

Have  stepfathers  

Have  stepmothers  

Both  parents  living   335 

Parents  separated  «   ^ 

Abandoned  by  parents  


TABLE  VII. 

Showing  the  length  of  time  860  Children  had  been  in  the  House  who  wer 
discharged  or  indentured  during  the  year  1866. 
1 A  ^..P  in  less  than  1  month.       1      35  were  in  18  months. 
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27 

24  " 

26  " 

32 

33 

40 

40 

54  " 
52 
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69 
48 
36 
32 
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1  " 

20 

(( 

19 

(( 

2  months. 

23 

<( 

20 

3     "         -  ' 

14 

21 

(C 
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18 
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22 

(( 

5  " 

12 

(( 

23 

6  " 

6 

U 

24 

(i 
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6 

(( 

25 

<c 

8  " 

3 

(( 

26 

(C 

9  " 

6 

27 

10  " 

3 

it 

28 

(( 

11  " 

3 

29 

(( 

12  " 

2 

it 

30 

13  " 

1  was 

in  31 

<( 

14  " 

1 

32 

(< 

15  " 

1 

33 

(( 

16  " 

1 

36 

Average  ti,n=  in  tho  House,  13  months  and  5  days,  nearly. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Showing  the  Weekly  Report  of  the  NuiiTher  of  Children  in  tJie  House,  with 
the  Average  Number  during  the  year  1866 


1HG6. 


Boys. 


Girls.  I  Total 


January  5. 
"     '  12. 
19. 
26. 

February  2. 
"      '  9. 
16. 
23. 
2. 
9". 
16. 


March 


April 


May 


June 


30. 
6. 
13. 
13. 


15. 
22. 
29. 


760 

778  I 

.90  ' 

788 

772 

775 

781 

766 

774 

769 

758 

758 

759 

753 

748 

743  i 

742  ^ 

750  : 

754  I 

750 

746 

734 

717 

724 

720 

724 


182 

183 

184 

184 

185 

185 

180 

181 

182 

179 

178 

176 

177 

175  ' 

179 

180 

180 

180 

176 

173 

168 

171 

173 

175 

173 

173 


942 
961 
974 
972 
957 
960 
961 
947 
956 
948 
936 
934 
936 
928 
927 
923 
922 
930 
930 
923 
914 
903 
890 
899 
893 
897 


1866. 


i  July         6 . 

;  13. 
20. 

'  "  27. 
August  3. 
1     "  10. 

17. 

"  24. 
31! 

Septemb'r7. 
I  "  14. 
;  21. 

28. 

October    5 . 

12. 
19. 
26. 

Noyember2 . 

9. 
16. 
23. 
30. 

December  7. 

14. 

"  21. 
28. 


Boys.  >  Girls,  Total 


174 
171 
174 
170 
170 
176 
176 
175 
173 
174 
175 
183 
184 
181 
177 
183 
r32  i  190 


711 

707  I 
715 
725  ' 
739  ! 
712  ! 
704  I 
693 
689 
682  I 
688  I 
691 
715! 
711  I 
722  I 


731  ' 
730 
737 
741 
756 
767 
763 

4  4  4 

769 


188 

188 

190 

193 

198  i 

197 

196 

199 

198 


885 
878 
889 
89^ 
909 
888 
880 
868 
862 
856 
863 
874 
899 
892 
899 
909 
922 
919 
918 
927 
934 
954 
964 
959 
976 
967 


made. 


Total  average,  922  5-52. 
TABLE  IX. 

Showing  the  Work  done  in  the  Female  Department  during  the  ye 
....        712    Suspenders  made 
595 
496 
1,853 
339 
545 
249 
395 
'  108 
506 
31 


Dresses 

Aprons  "  . . 
Chemises  "  . . 
Shirts  "  . . 
Skirts  "  .  . 
Sheets  "  . . 
Pillow-cases  "  .  . 
Quilts  "  . . 
Bonnets  trimmed 
Bedticks  made. . . 
Towels  " 

Stockings  knit   1,433 

Mittens    made   132 

Carpet-balls "    370 

Boys'  caps   "    2,340 

Garments  repaired   88,546 


Jackets  "   

Pants   

Boys'  Aprons  "   

Bonnets  "   

Drawers  "   

Rollers  "   

Carpets  bound  

Crumb  cloths  

Napkins  , 

Table-cloths  

Cloaks  

Pockets  for  work-room 
Stockings  mended. . . . , 
Pieces  washed  


ar  1866. 
811 
2,799 
3,365 
915 
8 

200 
196 
4 
2 

24 
19 
3 

75 
19,643 
196,785 
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TABLE  X. 

Showing  the  Cost  of  Support  per  capita,  yearly  and  daily,  in  the  different 
items  vf  expense  ;  also  the  Gross  Cost,  the  Earnings  of  the  Children,  and 
the  Net  Cost  to  the  State  and  City. 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  INMATES,  922. 


PROVISIONS. 

CLOTHING. 

SALARIES. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

1 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

1 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Canita 
Daily. 

•$  c. 

48,821  04 

%  c. 

52  96 

c.  m. 

14  5 

$  c. 

23,673  47 

$  c. 

25  67 

c.  m.i 

7  00| 

$  c. 

18,083  82 

$  c. 

19  61 

c.  m. 

5  3 

FUEL,  LIGHT,  BEDDING,  FUR- 
NITURE, AND  BUILDINGS 
AND  REPAIRS. 

1    SCHOOL  AND  CHAPEL  FOR 
BOOKS     AND  STATIONERY. 

ALL  OTHER  ITEMS  OF  EX- 
PENSE   NOT     INCLUDED  IN 
THE  FOREGOING. 

Whole 
Amount. 

1 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

1 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Dally. 

18,359  55 

$  c. 
19  91 

c.  m. 

5  4>^ 

$  c. 

1,105  51 

$  0. 

1  20 

c.  m. 

3>^ 

$  c. 

4,532  13 

$  c. 

4  91>^ 

c.  m. 

1  3 

GROSS  EXPENSES. 

EARNINGS  BY  CHILDREN. 

NET  EXPENSES. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

1 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
Daily. 

Whole 
Amount. 

Per  Capita 
Annually. 

Per  Capita 
DaUy. 

$  c 
114,585  52 

$  c. 

124  27 

c.  m. 

31  00 

$  c. 

45,763  60 

I  $  c.  m. 
49  41  8 

1 

c.  m. 
13  4 

1 

$  c. 

08,821  92 

$  c. 
74  64 

c.  m. 

20  4 

superintended' S  "REPO  RT. 
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By  comparing  the  statistics  of  this  year  with  former  years  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  number  of  inmates  received  during  the  year  exceeds  that 
of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  Institution. 

In  view  of  this  fact  and  of  the  growing  demand  upon  tlie  Institution 
now  nearly  doubled  since  18G3,  I  again  urge  upon  the  Board  the  neces- 
sity for  increased  accommodations,  especially  in  the  Male  Department. 
The  nimiber  of  boys  throughout  the  year  has  been  largely  in  excess  of 
the  sleeping-rooms,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  double  the  boys  in 
many  of  the  rooms  in  order  that  all  might  be  accommodated,  thus 
making  the  limited  space  intended  for  one  serve  the  purposes  of  two. 
This  is  objectionable  in  a  disciplinary  point  of  view,  and  is  at  variance 
with  the  laws  of  health.  As  this  large  number  of  boys  could  not  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  shops,  more  than  were  required  by  the  labor  to  be 
performed  have  been  used  in  the  work  of  the  House,  to  save  them  from 
the  evils  of  idleness.  Had  there  been  proper  facilities  to  employ  them 
in  the  shops  at  regular  work,  the  advantage  to  the  boys  would  have  been 
increased  and  the  revenue  from  labor  considerably  larger  than  it  now  is. 

This  crowded  condition  and  the  constant  accession  of  new  inmates 
left  no  alternative  but  to  discharge  more  frequently,  and  in  some  in- 
stances it  was  necessary  to  do  so  prematurely,  before  the  boys  were  pre- 
pared to  successfully  resist  the  temptations  to  which  they  were  exposed 
outside  of  the  Refuge.  The  bad  effect  of  this  course  is  already  apparent 
in  the  numbers  returned  after  having  been  too  hastily  discharged.  It 
is  better  and  cheaper  for  the  State  to  afford  the  necessary  facilities  for 
reforming  these  children  than  to  enlarge  and  maintain  prisons  to  restrain 
and  punish  them  after  they  are  matured  in  crime. 

A  school-ship  in  connection  with  the  House,  for  training  such  boys 
to  the  sea  service  as  are  physically  qualified  and  who  are  disposed  to  a 
seafaring  life,  would  afford  us  some  relief.  The  advantages  of  a  school- 
ship  for  this  purpose  can  hardly  be  estimated.  The  reformatory  disci- 
pline and  education  these  boys  would  receive  in  a  few  months  would 
supply  large  numbers  of  capable  and  intelligent  young  sailors  for  the 
merchant  service,  and,  in  an  emergency,  the  government  could  draw 
from  it  well-trained  and  ready-for-service  young  men  to  man  its  vessels. 

In  connection  with  this,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  provisions  should  be 
made  for  an  older  class  of  boys  than  are  now  legally  admitted  to  the 
Refuge.  We  do  not  turn  any  away  on  account  of  age  so  long  as  we  have 
room  for  their  accommodation  ;  but  in  our  present  crowded  state  we  are 
compelled  to  reject  many  for- want  of  room.  Our  experience  with  this 
class  of  older  boys  has  been  very  favorable,  and  with  proper  facilities  we 
are  confident  that  very  many  can  be  saved.  We  have  examples— some 
under  our  own  eye — of  boys  who  have  risen  to  places  of  trust,  who,  but 
for  the  liberality  of  the  Refuge  in  receiving  them,  must  have  been  sent 
to  prison  for  their  crimes  and  have  entailed  upon  themselves  all  the 
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disgrace  and  loss  of  character  that  follow  sucli  a  result.  The  expense 
of  keeping  this  class  in  a  reformatory  is  but  little  more  than  is  required 
to  hold  them  in  prison  ;  and  as  to  the  comparative  moral  influence  of  the 
two,  there  can  be  no  question.  In  many  instances  we  have  reason  to 
know  that  the  Refuge  does  work  a  thorough  reform  in  the  young  crim- 
inal. 

The  means  for  warming  and  ventilating  the  boys'  building  are  inade- 
quate. The  furnaces,  always  inefiicient,  are  now,  from  long  use,  out  of 
repair  and  not  in  a  condition  for  service.  Stoves  placed  in  the  dormi- 
tory halls  afford  some  relief  and  serve  to  make  the  children  comfortable ; 
but  the  danger  to  which  they  expose  the  building  to  fire  is  sufficient 
reason  why  they  should  be  regarded  only  as  temporary.  It  is  highly 
necessary  that  some  safe  and  practical  mode  of  warming  the  building 
should  be  adopted,  and  that  the  ventilation  of  the  dormitory  halls 
should  be  made  effective. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution  will  be  furnished  you  in 
detail  in  the  Physician's  report.  The  year  has  been  one  of  unusual 
anxiety  on  account  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  House  and  the  fear  of 
epidemic  disease,  especially  of  the  cholera.  The  result,  however,  has 
been  more  favorable  than  was  anticipated.  Proper  sanitary  measures 
have  been  enforced  under  the  direction  of  the  Physician,  and  the  health 
of  the  inmates  very  geiierally  preserved.  On  the  first  day  of  August 
the  cholera  made  its  appearance  in  the  House.  A  colored  boy  in  the  first 
division  was  attacked  in  the  morning  of  that  day  and  died  early  in  the 
evening.  A  number  of  other  cases  followed  among  the  boys  and  girls, 
but  by  prompt  attention  all  recovered.  One  of  the  officers,  Mr.  Nickson, 
was  attacked  on  the  14th  of  August  with  such  severity  that  the  usual 
remedies  failed  to  arrest  the  disease,  and  he  fell  a  victim  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th.  These  two  were  all  the  fatal  cases  from  cholera.  Seven 
other  deaths  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  year— five  boys  and  two  girls — 
from  various  diseases,  some  of  which  were  contracted  before  the  children 
came  to  the  Refuge. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  witness  to  the  fidelity  of  your 
Physician,  and  his  Assistants  especially,  during  this  anxious  period. 

No  interruption  has  occurred  in  the  operation  of  the  departments. 
The  employment  of  the  boys  has  been  the  same  as  heretfore,  except  that 
the  very  small  boys,  who  were  without  regular  work  last  year,  have 
been  a  portion  of  the  time  employed  at  knitting  socks  and  latterly  at 
work  upon  hoop-skirts. 

The  grounds  have  yielded  a  good  supply  of  vegetables  and  have  paid  a 
large  interest  for  the  labor  expended  in  preparing  them  lor  cultivation. 
Additions  have  been  made  by  filling  in  the  meadow  and  the  sea-wall  in 
the  rear  has  been  considerably  extended 

The  report  of  the  Matron,  showing  the  condition  of  the  Female  De- 
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j)artinent,  is  herewith  submitted.  It  will  be  seen  that  to  the  employ- 
ment of  former  years  in  this  department  has  been  added  the  manufac- 
ture of  hoop-skirts.  Late  in  the  month  of  August  an  opportunity 
offered  to  employ  a  portion  of  the  girls  at  this  business,  which  was 
taken  advantage  of;  and  now  about  70  girls  are  engaged  under  con- 
tract. It  is  arranged  that  before  entering  the  hoop-skirt  factory  each 
girl  must  become  familiar  with  the  laundry,  the  sewing-room,  and  gen- 
eral housework — a  knowledge  of  these  branches  being  considered  indis- 
pensable ;  so  that,  when  they  again  return  to  society,  they  will  be  quali- 
fied to  perform  either  domestic  work,  or,  if  more  to  their  taste,  they  can 
find  ready  employment  in  the  numerous  factories  in  the  city.  All  the 
making,  mending,  and  washing  for  the  whole  establishment  is  done  by 
the  girls  as  heretofore. 

The  total  amount  of  earnings  by  the  children  during  the  year,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  work  done  for  the  institation,  is  $45,703.60 

The  Teachers'  report  will  afford  you  full  information  in  regard  to  the 
schools,  and  will  be  found  interesting  and  suggestive.  The  moral  and 
religious  aspects  of  the  institution  are  fully  stated  in  the  Chaplain's 
report.  The  chapel  service  has  lost  none  of  its  interest,  and  the  children 
have  received  wholesome  instruction  each  Sabbath  in  the  Sabbath- 
schools.  The  teachers  of  the  House  and  the  devoted  Sunday-school  visi- 
tors, Messrs.  Shepherd,  Herder,  Davis,  Ray,  McKay,  GifRng,  and  others, 
have  been  zealous  in  their  labors  in  the  Sabbath  schools  and  have  always 
met  a  kind  welcome  from  the  children. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  Board  adopted  certain  changes 
in  the  mode  of  discipline,  requiring  the  children  to  attain  to  a  certain 
standard  in  conduct  and  in  school  before  they  were  qualified  for  dis- 
charge. The  result  of  the  system  has  been  very  favorable.  The  knowl- 
edge that  good  conduct  and  close  application  to  study  would  aid  in  their 
release  and  that,  when  attaining  to  the  required  standard,  they  would 
be  discharged  as  soon  as  proper  homes  could  be  provided  for  them,  has 
induced  a  more  cheerful  obedience  and  a  greater  diligence  than  ever  be- 
fore witnessed  in  the  Institution,  while  the  punishments  for  offenses  have 
been  very  materially  lessened.  I  have  never  known  the  children  to  be 
more  orderly  or  better  disposed  during  my  connection  with  the  House 
than  at  the  present  time. 

The  most  rigid  economy  has  been  practiced  throughout  the  institution  ; 
care  has  been  had,  however,  in  the  endeavor  to  lessen  the  expenses,  that 
nothing  was  withheld  that^was  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  children  ;  but  whatever  was  not  indispensable  for  this  object 
has  been  spared.  The  annexed  table  of  expenses  of  different  items  per 
capita  for  each  day  may  not  be  uninteresting,  and  will  serve  to  show 
how  little  is  required  to  feed,  clothe,  and  educate  a  child,  and  prepare 
him  for  usefulness,  who  would  in  most  cases,  were  it  not  for  the  Refuge, 
become  a  burden  to  the  State. 
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The  buildings,  for  the  most  part,  are  in  a  very  fair  condition.  The  ice 
house  will  require  considerable  repairs  by  another  year,  and  a  new  roof 
must  be  put  upon  it.  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  accommodate  the 
Institution  better  were  it  outside  the  wall  near  the  reservoir,  and  its 
removal  from  the  yard  would  give  greater  space  for  the  recreation  of  the 
children.  The  barn  now  in  process  of  construction  and  the  sheds  already 
built  aflford  all  the  accommodation  necessary  for  the  stock  and  crops. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  is  invited  to  the  extracts  from  the  daily 
journal  and  to  the  letters  from  masters  and  children  accompanying  this 
report.  The  number  of  former  inmates  who  have  visited  the  House 
during  the  year  has  been  larger  than  usual,  and  their  appearance  and 
the  account  they  give  of  themselves,  taken  in  connection  with  informa- 
tion we  are  constantly  receiving  through  other  channels,  aflford  great 
encouragement  to  the  friends  of  the  Institution. 

Before  closing  the  report  I  desire  to  speak  of  the  faithfulness  of  the 
olScers  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  of  the  interest  they  have 
manifested  for  the  welfare  and  success  of  the  institution. 

In  the  Female  Department  the  Matron  and  her  assistants  have  been 
ready  and  willing  co-operators  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  their  depart- 
ment. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  to  the  various  Committees  I  desire  to 
express  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  continued  support  in  the  dis- 
charge  of  my  official  duties.  Hoping  for  the  continued  success  of  the 
Institution,  I  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

ISRAEL  C,  JONES, 

Superintendent. 

House  of  Refuge,  December  31, 1866. 
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To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Offenders  : 
Gentlemen — In  comparing  the  various  institutions  for  juvenile 
reform  with  each  other  and  in  attempting  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of 
the  adaptation  and  success  of  any  special  system  of  discipline,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  positive  knowledge  as  to  the  character  and  a  ge  of  the  in- 
mates and  of  the  numbers  for  whom  provision  is  to  be  made.  The 
majority  of  houses  of  refuge  in  our  country  hold  in  their  custody  less 
than  four  hundred  inmates,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them  less  than 
three  hundred,  while  our  census  reaches  nearly  one  thousand.  In  many 
instances  quite  young  children  are  received,  and  a  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  inmates  are  rather  vagrant  and  neglected  children  than 
young  criminals.  In  these  institutions  the  average  age  of  reception  is 
ten,  and  the  detention  of  the  inmates  between  two  and  three  years. 
One  familiar  with  the  appearance  of  the  four  hundred  boys  in  our  Second 
Division,  when  visiting  other  institutions  of  this  class,  would  almost 
involuntarily  inquire,  "  Where  are  the  older  boys?  "  The  same  fact  is 
as  apparent  among  the  girls. 

The  well  appointed  Juvenile  Asylum,  the  excellent  and  active  Child- 
ren's Aid  Society,  and  the  numerous  Orphan  Institutions,  Protestant  and 
Catholic,  in  our  city,  gather  up  the  more  hopeful — physically,  intellectu- 
ally, and  morally —of  the  younger  street  children,  and  leave  the  more 
unpromising  and  older  subjects  for  the  House  of  Refuge  ;  indeed,  the 
majority  of  our  inmates  were  the  incorrigible  subjects  of  one  or  more  of 
the  above-mentioned  homes  for  the  neglected.  Our  House  stands  as  the 
last  hope  of  redemption  for  the  lost  children  of  our  city  and  the  allotted 
portion  of  the  State  from  which  we  receive  inmates.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  oiu"  second  division  boys  and  girls  would  be  rejected  by  other 
reformatories  and  be  sentenced  to  penitentiaries  for  the  punishment  of 
their  serious  offences  rather  than  to  a  house  of  refuge  for  their  reforma- 
tion. 

Younger  lads  and  girls,  less  vicious,  simply  untrained,  and  requiring 
only  ordinary  opportunities  and  care,  call  for  less  rigid  discipline,  and 
after  a  fair  progress  in  school,  may  be  safely  intrusted  to  ordinary 
families  with  a  strong  probability  of  their  doing  well.  But  youths  that 
have  been  for  sixteen  years  the  constant  wanderers  in  the  streets,  vary- 
ing their  hours  of  indolence  with  such  occupations  as  shoe-blacking, 
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paper-selling,  collecting  rags,  begging,  stealing,  and  sliort  visits  to  the 
Tombs,  established  in  vicious  habits,  the  associates  of  criminals,  familiar 
with  all  forms  of  vice,  addicted  to  intemperance,  with  their  moral  natures 
torpid — such  children  as  these  require  a  very  different  form  of  discipline 
and  a  longer  training  in  it. 

The  community  has  a  lively  interest  in  any  successful  efforts  to  reform 
this  class.  From  it  the  most  dangerous  portion  of  the  criminal  popula- 
tion will  be  drawn.  "Their  name,"  in  the  streets  of  our  city  and  of 
the  other  cities  having  authority  to  commit  to  the  Refuge,  "is  legion." 

This  class  of  youths  is  entirely  separated  in  the  House  from  the 
younger  children  and  those  less  advanced  in  a  vicious  life  ;  but  a  small 
portion  of  our  inmates,  however,  even  of  the  first  division,  are  simply 
vagrants,  but  have  been  committed  for  crimes  against  the  law  of  the 
land.  To  attain  to  any  marked  success  in  reforming  these  children, 
especially  the  older  subjects,  affords  a  very  decisive  evidence  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  system  of  instruction,  labor,  and  moral  discipline  fol- 
lowed in  this  Institution. 

Some  of  both  sexes  fall  among  their  old  companions  when  they  leave 
us  and  are  drawn  aside  from  virtuous  lives.  We  hear  of  some  of  these  in 
the  i^enitentiary  and  prison  ;  but  this  number  does  not  form  five  per 
cent,  of  our  inmates.  Many  that  upon  the  first  approach  of  temptation 
yield  are  again  recovered  through  the  strong  impressions  and  convic- 
tions received  while  enjoying  the  moral  and  religious  instructions  of  the 
House.  By  devoting  special  attention  to  this  class,  bestowing  upon 
them  a  trade  that  will  yield  them  a  good  return  for  their  labor,  or  plac- 
ing them  at  a  proper  time  in  good  country  homes,  a  large  proportion  of 
these  criminal  youths  become  decent  citizens  and  add  to  the  wealth  of 
the  community  instead  of  preying  upon  it.  We  can  but  hope  that  the 
establishment  of  a  nautical  school  at  an  early  day  will  add  to  our  facili- 
ties in  providing  a  new  outlet  for  the  disciplined  activities  of  the  more 
enterprising  boys  of  this  class. 

The  marked  feature  of  the  New  York  House  of  Refuge  is  its  success  in 
struggling  with  the  difficulties  attending  the  reformation  of  quite  ma- 
ture criminal  boys  and  girls.  The  courts  have  presumed  upon  our  for- 
bearance, and,  to  save  young  men  and  women  of  even  eighteen  and 
nineteen  years  of  age  from  the  certain  ruin  of  the  penitentiary,  have 
committed  them  to  the  Refuge.  Of  these  not  half-a  dozen  cases  in  a  year 
have  been  found,  where  we  have  not  had  good  evidence  that  the  subject 
has  yielded  cheerfully  to  the  discipline  of  the  institution  and  improved 
under  its  care. 

In  the  instances  of  those  that  may,  after  the  experiment,  prove  incorrigi- 
ble, it  would  be  well  if  the  law  permitted,  as  in  some  States,  an  alterna- 
tive sentence  ;  and  when  a  young  man  resists  every  effort  to  save  him, 
he  may  bo  remanded  before  the  court  to  be  punished  for  crimes  that  he 
cannot  be  persuaded  to  shake  off*. 
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It  is  a  sad  sight  to  see  iu  our  State  prisons  numbers  of  young  per- 
sons, sent  for  serious  crimes  indeed,  but  still  affording  to  the  Christian 
observer  much  hope  that,  with  proper  care,  they  might  be  saved  from  a 
life  of  vice.  Your  Chaplain  saw  several  boyish  faces  at  Sing  Sing,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  had  strong  evidences  presented  to  him  of  the 
susceptibility  and  tenderness  of  lads  that  had  been  sent  there  as  accom- 
plices of  harder  criminals. 

Larger  provision  must,  at  an  early  day,  be  made  in  this  vicinity,  to 
receive  juvenile  oflfenders,  and  more  intelligent  and  vigorous  efforts  must 
be  put  forth  to  go  behind  this  life  of  vice  and  crime  and  correct  it,  if 
possible,  in  its  germ. 

Last  year  the  Metropolitan  Police  arrested  in  criminal  acts  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  (12,561)  young  persons.  Of  this 
number,  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-three  (9,973)  were 
males  and  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (2,588)  females. 
In  the  city  of  Brooklyn  the  number  of  young  persons  arrested  last  year 
were,  of  males,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (3,167),  and 
of  females,  four  hundred  and  forty-four. 

This  is  a  considerable  increase  over  the  preceding  year.  With  such  a 
mass  of  criminal  children,  unless  some  cure  is  found,  adult  crime  will 
receive  a  constant  reinforcement,  and  the  resources  of  the  community 
will  be  terribly  taxed  to  sustain  it. 

At  present  the  fruitful  sources  of  early  and  riper  vice  are  to  be  found 
in  both  the  employments  and  amusements  of  the  class  from  which  the 
stream  of  crime  is  constantly  supplied.  Our  streets  are  full  of  children 
engaged  in  forms  of  trade  which  both  engender  vicious  habits  and 
expose  them  to  the  influence  of  the  worst  possible  companions.  The 
little  boot-blacks,  while  they  earn  quite  large  sums  of  money,  acquire 
indolent  habits,  soon  learn  to  gamble,  to  buy  lotterj-tickets,  to  drink, 
to  frequent,  in  plying  their  business,  places  of  temptation,  and,  while 
constantly  learning  bad  habits,  are  making  no  provision  for  the  future — 
securing  no  education  and  no  skill  iu  any  self-supporting  trade.  When 
they  become  too  old  to  follow  this  business,  what  then  is  before  them  ? 
A  large  portion  of  our  boys  have  been  street-merchants  of  this  descrip- 
tion— shoe-blacks,  newspaper-venders,  rag-collectors,  and  criers  upon 
fruit  and  vegetable  wagons.  These  employments  offer  so  much  larger 
compensation  than  a  merchant  or  a  mechanic  can  afford  to  pay  a  boy,  that 
the  whole  future  of  his  life  is  sacrificed  by  selfish  parents,  in  order  to  secure 
as  much  as  possible  out  of  his  labors ;  or  the  boy  follows  it  himself  to 
obtain,  in  the  easiest  way,  means  to  permit  him  to  pass  his  nights  in 
scenes  of  excitement  and  vice. 

The  amusements  of  these  children  are  found  in  the  low  theatres,  which 
are  thronged  with  them.  The  inmates,  male  and  female,  of  the  Refuge 
were  asked :  "  How  many  had  been  accustomed  to  attend  upon  these  ?"  and 
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the  response  was  an  almost  unanimous  show  of  hands.  The  drinking 
and  billiard  saloons,  and,  at  a  most  premature  age,  the  lowest  haunts  of 
the  social  vice,  invite  these  unhappy  children  to  their  infamous  resorts. 

The  youths  that  enter  upon  these  street  emplojTuents  are  almost 
irresistibly  drawn  into  these  pits  of  iniquity  by  more  experienced  com- 
panions. To  supply  means  for  gratifying  vicious  appetites  thus  created 
the  necessity  for  stealing  is  suggested  and  soon  practiced.  These  street 
children  do  not  go  alone  to  their  predestined  ruin.  They  gather  into 
the  eddy  which  they  create  the  boys  that  lounge  in  the  offices  of  lawyers, 
the  runners  and  young  clerks  of  brokers  and  merchants.  Until  these 
street  children  can  be  brought  under  some  regulating  law  requiring  a 
definite  amount  of  schooling  annually,  securing  for  them  a  close  super- 
vision of  their  habits  by  the  police,  their  arrest  in  vicious  courses 
before  these  blossom  into  crimes,  and  their  removal  to  a  proper  place  of 
discipline  where  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  take  the  requisite 
care  to  keep  them  from  a  criminal  life,  the  growth  of  vice  in  the  city 
will  more  than  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  its  population.  Par- 
ticularly is  the  Sabbath  a  day  of  temptation  to  these  children.  Having 
no  work  and  unaccustomed  to  attend  upon  divine  worship,  they  gather 
in  masses  in  the  public  parks,  and  frequent  the  numerous  and  open 
drinking  gardens  and  saloons.  Many  of  the  plans  for  crime,  in  the 
instance  of  our  inmates,  have  had  their  birth  on  this  day  and  from  these 
associations.  The  efforts  to  restrain  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath  law  and 
to  close  these  fruitful  sources  of  temptation  and  crime,  on  the  pai  u  of 
the  order-loving  and  religious  portion  of  the  community,  must  have  the 
hearty  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  all  persons  interested  in  juvenile 
reform. 

Our  endeavors  to  save  from  a  vicious  life  the  youths  that  reach  our 
Institution  are  greatly  impeded  by  the  facility  with  which  the  hastily - 
drawn  warrants  of  our  police  magistrates  are  set  aside  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  A  very  promising  girl  in  many  re- 
spects was,  with  much  misgiving,  discharged  to  her  parents  by  the 
Indenturing  Committee.  The  home  having  been  visited  by  the  Chaplain, 
the  country  seemed  to  offer  a  much  safer  position  for  the  girl ;  but  the 
parents  were  importunate.  In  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  girl's  dis- 
charge she  was  found  again  upon  the  streets  and  for  crime  was  returned, 
through  the  police  court,  to  the  House.  Just  as  she  was  ready  to  settle 
down  again  into  a  new  effort  for  something  better,  some  party,  we  know 
not  whether  or  not  a  relative,  secured  a  writ ;  the  warrant  upon  which 
she  was  held  was  declared  invalid  and  the  girl  discharged  to  almost  cer- 
tain ruin.  This  is  one  of  many  instances  showing  the  sad  work  which 
want  of  care  in  the  committing  magistrate,  or  the  fatal  facility  for  de- 
claring the  warrant  void  in  the  court  before  which  the  case  is  heard,  is 
accomplishing  among  the  inmates  committed  to  our  custody.    It  often 
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occurs  that  the  ringleader  in  a  company  of  boys,  having  a  friend  with 
some  pecuniary  resources,  will  secure  an  early  discharge  through  some 
court,  go  back  to  his  old  habits,  prey  upon  the  property  of  the  com- 
munity, and  lead  other  children  astray. 

It  would  seem  to  be  practicable,  by  some  simple  provision  of  law,  to 
prevent  discharges  from  the  Refuge,  as  it  is  not  a  penal  institution,  upon 
a  technical  or  clerical  error  in  the  commitment.  The  sacred  right  of  a 
hearing  upon  the  real  merits  of  an  accusation  for  crime  would  in  this 
vvay  not  be  infringed  in  the  slightest  measure. 

Some  idea  of  the  attention  given  to  secure  a  suitable  provision  for  our 
inmates,  when  discharged,  and  of  the  occasion  for  such  inquiries,  may  be 
gathered  from  a  few  selections  taken  from  the  Chaplain's  bi-monthly 
reports  to  the  Indenturing  Committee  : 

"  The  mother  of  J  H  has  a  shanty  upon  the  rocks  on  Fifty- 
seventh  street,  just  below  the  Park,  Here  she  has  kept  two  cows  and 
made  a  little  fortune  between  the  cows  and  Croton  water  at  twelve 
cents  a  quart.    Her  '  old  man,'  as  she  calls  him,  has  just  gone  to  his 

final  account.    She  desired  the  services  of  J  to  aid  her  in  the  milk 

business.  She  has  two  thousand  dollars  in  bank  and  a  farm  near  New 
Haven.  The  day  before  the  Chaplain  visited  the  place  her  son-in-law, 
who  has  a  house  upon  Thirty-eighth  street,  near  the  North  river,  re- 
moved her  to  his  home.  The  mother  has  therefore  no  special  need  of 
the  services  of  John.  It  would  seem  advisable  to  retain  him  until  the 
family  removes  to  the  Connecticut  farm." 

"  Called  at  the  shoe-shop  of  W  W  ,  Baxter  street,  who  offers 

to  take  F  L  as  an  apprentice.    His  shop  is  a  shanty,  in  the  rear 

of  which  his  family  finds  accommodations,  such  as  they  are.  The  quar- 
ters are  close,  untidy,  and  unhealthy.    F  ,  whose  constitution  is  not 

strong,  would  not  endure  working  here.  It  is  very  evident,  however, 
that  his  health  would  not  be  seriously  periled,  for  he  would  soon  run 
away.  A  more  active  employment  or,  what  is  better  still,  a  chance  upon 
a  farm,  is  what  the  boy's  physical  and  moral  necessities  demand." 

"  The  Chaplain  accompanied  the  twelve  little  boys  selected  for  the 
West,  to  go  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  to 
Clinton  Hall,  where  the  delegation  was  formed.  The  little  fellow^s  bore 
themselves  like  gentlemen,  attracting  much  attention.  They  were 
warmly  and  handsomely  dressed  and  full  of  spirit.  Nearly  all  were 
orphans.  Two  older  boys  promised  to  take  all  the  care  they  could  of  the 
younger  and  to  write  to  us  their  fortunes  upon  the  journey.  A  sight  of 
the  children,  ready  to  be  sent  to  the  West  from  the  Society's  ditierent 
organizations,  fully  confirmed  our  impressions  that  no  children  leave 
New  York  for  country  homes  of  a  more  promising  character  than  ours." 

"  Found  the  butcher's  shop  of  Mr.  V         W  ,  corner  of  Fourth 

and  Charles  streets,  to  offer  a  very  good  situation  for  T  C  
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The  boy  is  to  be  indentured  to  Mr.  W  .  Called  upon  the  family  to  in- 
form them  that  the  place  of  business  was  satisfactory,  and  found  the  father 
at  home  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  as  drunk  as  a  fool.  The  mother 
was  out,  and  the  little  children  were  left  in  the  care  of  the  intoxicated 
man.  He  was  quite  reluctant  to  permit  the  Chaplain  to  leave  the 
house  without  enjoying  a  treat.  Mr.  C   brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee the  strongest  recommendations  as  to  his  regular  habits  and  good 
character  when  he  applied  for  his  son." 

"Visited  the  house  of  Mr.  T   B  ,  Henry  street.  The  ap- 
pearance and  style  of  Mr.  B  's  letter  in  his  offer  to  take  the  charge 

of  P  T         did  not  afford  much  encouragement.    But  Mr.  B  

has  fared  well  in  our  generous  country,  although  he  did  not  come  early 
enough  in  life  to  avail  himself  of  the  public  school.    He  owns  a  fine 

house  and  is  a  thrifty  man.    P  's  mother  has  lived  with  him  and  he 

is  interested  in  the  family.  He  is  a  contractor  and  will  set  P  at  work 

immediately.  If  he  returns  to  bad  company  he  will  forthwith  return 
him  to  the  Refuge." 

"  Called  upon  Mrs.  H  ,  mother  of  C  S  -.  She  is  an  intelli- 
gent American  woman,  married  the  second  time.  She  has  six  children 
living — all  of  them  by  her  first  husband.  C  had  fallen  into  bad  com- 
pany and  given  her  great  anxiety.    Chaplain  explained  to  her  the  favor 

able  opportunity  opening  to  send  C^  ,  with  others,  into  good  families 

at  the  West.    Mrs.  H  thought  this  would  be  the  best  thing  that 

could  be  done  for  him,  and  consented  to  his  removal.  She  promised  to 
visit  him  before  he  left,  and  did  so  on  the  succeeding  Monday." 

"  Called  at  the  home  of  M  D  .    It  is  in  the  garret  of  a  very 

dirty  tenement  house,  as  wretched  a  place  as  one  can  imagine.  The 

little  children  of  Mrs.  D  were  almost  naked  and  altogether  dirty. 

The  parents  are  intemperate.  The  mother,  with  most  unexpected  rea- 
sonableness, made  no  objection  to  the  removal  of  M         into  a  family 

in  the  country." 

"  Called  at  the  residence  of  the  mother  of  K  C  .    They  live  in 

a  room  over  a  shed  crowded  between  the  front  and  rear  blocks  of  swarm- 
ing tenement  houses.  A  son-in  law,  who  is  a  returned  soldier,  his  wife 
and  the  mother,  live  in  one  room  with  but  one  bed  in  it.  The  landlady 
said  that  the  son  was  out  of  work,  that  she  assisted  them  a  little,  but 
that  they  hardly  kept  from  starvation.  She  did  not  believe  in  the  story 
of  their  going  to  a  good  home  in  Pennsylvania,  and  thought  it  would 

be  the  greatest  possible  kindness  to  find  a  place  for  K  in  a  good 

family  in  the  country." 

"  Accompanied  A  W  to  his  home.    His  mother  is  very  near 

the  grave,  dying  of  a  cancer  in  the  breast.  She  is  a  pious  woman.  The 
father  is  a  skillful  cabinet-maker.  He  has  been  intemperate,  is  an  infi- 
del, and  has  bitterly  persecuted  his  wife  for  her  love  of  religion  and  the 
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house  of  God.    He  lias  dreadfully  perverted  the  miuds  of  his  children. 

A  thinks  he  has  new  and  established  principles.    There  has  been  a 

noticeable  transformation  in  the  boy's  religious  views  and  life  since  he  has 
been  at  the  Refuge.  The  family  consists  of  a  little  brother  about  twelve 
and  a  sister  of  eight  years.    They  will  go  to  ruin  without  proper  care. 

A  thinks  he  can  keep  the  family  together  and  desires  very  much  to 

do  so.  He  seems  to  be  quite  a  manly  fellow,  has  a  good  education, 
considerable  experience  in  the  baker's  trade,  which  he  acquired  with  us, 
and  wears  constantly  a  good  badge.  His  last  interview  with  his  dying 
mother  was  affecting  in  the  (;xtreme.  There  seems  a  strong  probability 
that  he  will  do  well  and  perhaps  lead  the  younger  children  to  their 
mother's  Savior." 

"  The  father  of  G  A   W  is  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  with  very 

strict  ideas  of  religion  upon  some  points,  but  is  engaged  in  the  very  bad 
business  of  distilling  whiskey.  He  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  Bible 
forbidding  his  trade,  although  he  frankly  remarked  that  his  minister 
refused  him  admission  into  his  church,  he  could  not  see  why,  on  account 
of  it.    He  lives  over  his  manufactory  in  very  mean  quarters.    He  has 

respectable  children,  members  of  the  church.  G  has  been,  and  will  be 

again,  sent  to  Sunday-school.  Lectured  the  old  gentleman  pretty  plainly 
upon  his  business,which  he  received  good-naturedly;  said  he  'wished  it  was 
something  else,  but  he  did  not  know  what  he  could  do  to  make  so  much 
money  so  easily.'  He  would  not  have  his  son  in  it.  He  has  arranged 
to  have  him  go  to  a  trade,  and  will  send  him  back  if  he  gets  astray." 

"Called  upon  C  ,  who  proposed  to  take  W  T  .    He  told 

the  Committee  that  he  was  a  shoe-manufacturer,  and  would  have  the 
boy  indentured  to  him.  The  Chaplain  found  that  he  was  a  carpet 
weaver  ;  did  not  want  an  apprentice  ;  said  his  brother  at  the  West  would 
take  the  boy,  but  finally  acknowledged  that  the  whole  movement  was 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  mother,  simply  to  secure  the  boy's  dis- 
charge." 

"  Visited  the  mother  of  S  J  ,  Baxter  street.    His  father  has 

lately  died.  An  uncle  of  the  boy  lives  in  Northfield,  Vt.,  and  expresses 
much  interest  in  the  family,  sending  money  to  them.  He  says  he  can  find 

work  for  S  ,  and  oflers  to  pay  his  fare,  directing  as  to  the  route  he 

should  take.  The  mother  intimated  that  she  was  about  to  remove  there; 
but  when  it  was  proposed  to  place  S  on  board  the  Troy  boat  when- 
ever she  was  ready  to  start,  she  flamed  up  at  once,  and  said  she  would 
'  not  leave  New  York  fof  a  kingdom,'  and  it  was  very  evident  that  she 

did  not  intend  that  S          should  leave.    The  home  in  a  rear  tenoment 

and  the  opportunities  offered  the  boy  here  are  entirely  discouraging. 
Northfield  is  the  place  for  him." 

Visited  the  mother  of  C  D  .  She  is  a  very  respectable  wo- 
man, a  n.ember  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  ;  she  is  in  feeble  health. 
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and  liable  to  die  at  any  moment  of  a  lieart  affection.    Upon  consultation 

with  her  in  reference  to  C  ,  she  concluded  it  would  be  best  for  her  to 

go  into  the  country.  It  is  a  bad  neighborhood  where  they  live  ;  there 
is  no  one  to  watch  over  the  girl  if  the  mother  should  be  taken  away. 

She  said,  if  she  knew  C  had  a  good  home  and  was  kindly  cared  for, 

she  could  die  in  peace.  Chaplain  has  arranged  with  a  friend,  a  clergy- 
man in  Vermont,  to  take  the  girl  into  his  family  and  provide  for  her." 

"  The  sister  of  T  L  ,  but  a  girl  herself,  only  eighteen  years  of 

age,  has  very  decent  rooms  on  Fifty-fourth  street,  the  rent  of  which  she 
promptly  pays,  and  takes  good  care  of  two  little  brothers,  one  only  three 
or  four  years  of  age.  The  father  has  gone  off  to  parts  unknown,  and  the 
mother  is  in  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  upon  the  Island.    The  landlord 

speaks  highly  of  this  brave  sister.    He  says  T  had  the  reputation  of 

being  rather  a  poor  boy  and  of  giving  his  sister  trouble  before  he  was 
sent  to  the  House.  He  will  aid  the  sister  in  finding  a  good  place  for  him. 
The  boy  does  well  here,  and  feels  very  acutely  the  call  upon  him  to  aid 
his  sister  in  supporting  the  family." 

"The  Chaplain  called  at  the  home  of  J.  J.  B  ,  and  found  it  to  be  a 

rear  tenement  house,  with  terrible  odors  filling  the  passage-ways.  The 
rooms,  however,  in  the  upper  story,  occupied  by  the  family,  were  com- 
fortable, and  the  parents  appeared  very  tidy  and  respectable.  The  scene 
upon  entering  the  room,  was  an  alfecting  one  in  the  extreme.  The  father 
was  evidently  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption,  and  the  mother  was  an 
invalid.  All  the  earnings  of  the  family  have  been  exhausted  by  their 
sickness.    There  were  three  little  children,  too  young  to  do  anything  for 

their  own  support.    The  boy  J  has  heretofore  been  able  to  earn  six 

dollars  a  week,  and  is  the  only  member  of  the  family  now  able  to  do 
anything  for  its  sustenance  He  had  fallen  into  bad  company  ;  but  he 
has  been  deeply  affected  since  he  has  been  in  the  Refuge  by  a  knowledge 
of  the  helpless  condition  of  his  family.  He  has  in  several  instances  given 
evidence  of  a  manly  character  and  a  desire  to  be  a  good  boy," 

When  the  Chaplain  intimated  in  the  family  the  possibility  of  his  being- 
discharged  the  scene  was  touching.  The  mother  rushed  to  shake  hands 
with  him,  the  tears  running  down  her  face ;  the  father,  unable  to  rise, 
stretched  out  his  hand,  and  the  children,  one  after  another,  followed  the 
example  of  their  parents.  The  mother  insisted  upon  the  Chaplain's 
taking  a  sprig  of  the  geranium,  which  she  was  carefully  cultivating  in 
the  window,  as  an  expression  of  her  gratitude. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case,  without  the  name,  were  related  to  the 
boys  of  the  second  division  at  evening  prayers.    They  all  seemed  much 

.affected,  J  particularly  so.    To  the  question,  whether  a  boy,  in  such  a 

case,  might  be  trusted  to  go  and  take  the  care  of  his  helpless  parents  and 
family,  there  was  an  unanimous  answer  in  the  affirmative.  With  the 
consent  of  the  Indenturing  Committee  the  Chaplain  accompanied  J  
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to  his  home.  Tlic  scene  at  his  return  can  be  better  imagined  llian 
described." 

"The  mother  of  M  C  lives  in  the  basement  of  an  old  rookery 

of  a  tenement  house  on  Pearl  street,  among  low  sailor  boarding-houses. 
She  is  anxious  to  have  the  custody  of  her  boy  again.  Without  doubt 
she  can  feed  and  clothe  him,  at  least,  in  rags  ;  but  to  return  a  boy  of 
thirteen  to  a  crowded  cellar,  to  grow  up  among  the  worst  of  our  race, 
both  old  and  young,  when  the  providence  of  God  has  placed  him  in  our 
handSj  with  the  ability  to  find  a  home  for  him  in  the  pure  atmosphere  of 
the  country,  is  an  act  of  mistaken  kindness  to  both  mother  and  child, 
and  involves  a  serious  responsibility  to  the  Maker  of  us  all." 

The  tone  of  moral  and  religious  fesling  among  the  inmates  of  the 
House  has  been  as  high  during  the  year  as  at  any  previous  period. 
While  there  have  been  many  individual  cases  attracting  special  notice 
and  affording  great  encouragement  in  laboring  for  these  young  people- 
the  respectful  and  interested  attention  universally  yielded  to  the  daily 
and  Sabbath  worship  has  afforded  a  reasonable  presumption  that  im 
pressions  have  been  received  which  neither  time  nor  temptation  will 
efface.  Our  public  services  are  impressive  and  affecting  in  the  extreme, 
The  service  of  song  has  been  rendered  during  the  year  with  unusual 
propriety  and  power.  The  liturgical  forms,  which  are  varied  with  vol- 
untary exercises  of  devotion,  and  have  now  been  in  use  for  more  than 
three  years,  have  lost  none  of  their  effectiveness  by  repetition,  but  are 
now  as  reverently  and  tenderly  followed  as  at  first.  All  strangers  visit 
ing  us,  especially  upon  the  Sabbath,  are  impre  ssed  by  the  powerful 
moral  influences  that  seem,  with  the  Divine  blessing,  to  be  shaping  the 
minds  and  characters  of  these  children.  We  have  constant  assurances 
that  these  impressions  are  not  evanescent.  Many  of  our  inmates,  now 
members  of  Christian  churches,  are  happy  to  acknowledge  the  Refuge  as 
the  scene  of  their  earliest  religious  impressions. 

The  Sabbath-school,  in  part  under  the  able  instruction  of  our  own 
teachers,  and  in  part  sustained  by  the  same  faithful  Christian  gentle- 
men who  for  so  many  years  have  made  their  weekly  visits  to  the 
House,  adds  its  powerful  moral  reinforcement  to  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary.  These  excellent  colaborers  have,  with  unfailing  diligence, 
met  the  children  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and  they  have  enjoyed,  in  the 
interest  manifested  by  their  classes,  the  most  grateful  evidence  that  their 
labor  has  not  been  in  vain. 

We  have  sustained  djiring  the  year,  with  a  short  vacation  in  the 
summer,  our  religious  service  among  the  ofl&cersof  the  House — an  exercise 
which  has  been  of^more  than  an  indirect  benefit  to  our  inmates  ;  for  what- 
ever tends  to  strengthen  our  own  spiritual  life  and  attainments  renders 
us  the  more  efficient  in  every  good  word  and  work. 

The  same  religious  establishments  and  publishers  have  continued  to 
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supply  us  with  their  valuable  publications,  bibles,  tracts,  Sunday-school 
papers  and  weekly  papers,  for  which  they  have  our  hearty  acknowledg- 
ments. Tlie  good  they  have  accomplished  is  recorded  upon  sublimer  pages. 

The  Chaplain  would  respectfully  and  sincerely  return  his  thanks  to 
the  Managers  and  to  the  Superintendent  and  Officers  of  the  House  for 
their  constant  support  and  sympathy.  If  a  wholesome  religious  influence 
has  not  prevailed  in  the  Institution,  it  has  not  arisen  from  a  lack  of 
harmonious  co-operation  between  the  Officers  and  Chaplain. 

To  Him  from  whom  alone  we  hope  to  obtain  the  desired  religious  in- 
crease, in  the  name  of  Him  who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost,  through 
the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  who  guides  us  into  all  truth,  be  all  praise 
rendered. 

BRADFORD  K.  PEIRCE. 

Randall's  Island,  January  1,  1867. 


RErOKT  OF  PHmCIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents : 

Gentlemen — The  following  Report  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Refuge  for  the  past  year  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  in  the  Refuge  during  the  year  has  been 
1,831  ;  the  average  number  922. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  during  the  year  in  the  hospital  has 
been  347.  The  number  of  deaths  has  been  9,  including  an  officer,  Air. 
Nickson,  the  baker,  who  died  of  cholera. 

The  diseases  causing  death  were  as  follows  :  Cholera,  2  ;  Dysentery, 
2  ;  Typhus  Fever,  1 ;  Tubercular  Peritonitis,  1  ;  Briglit's  disease  with 
Pneumonia,  1  ;  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  2. 

The  usual  good  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  Refuge  continued  until 
the  month  of  August.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  August  cholera 
appeared,  claiming  its  first  and  only  victim  among  the  children  in  the 
case  of  a  colored  boy,  who  died  in  collapse  after  eight  hours'  sickness. 

Immediately  following  this  fatal  attack  there  were  twenty  cases  pre- 
sented for  treatment.  The  last  was  received  on  the  22d  of  August.  All 
but  three  of  these  occurred  during  the  first  nine  days.  The  cases  were 
nearly  equally  divided  between  the  boys  and  girls.  During  this  period 
and  for  a  time  afterward  premonitory  diarrhea  prevailed  very  generally 
throughout  the  Institution. 

Prompt  and  energetic  measures  were  at  once  instituted  upon  the  out- 
break of  this  epidemic  to  secure  the  best  possible  sanitary  condition  of 
the  House. 

The  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  act  as  the  emergency  might  re- 
quire and  to  do  whatever  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  protect  the  In- 
stitution and  check  the  spread  of  cholera.  The  general  recommendations 
of  the  Board  of  Health  "  were  faithfully  followed.  Disinfectants  were 
freely  used  throughout  the  premises,  especially  in  the  drains,  water- 
closets,  &c.  The  buildings,  including  workshops,  dormitories,  school 
and  dining  rooms,  w«re  thoroughly  fumigated.  The  clothing  of  patients 
was  carefully  disinfected  by  chemicals  and  steam. 

The  prevalence  of  premonitory  diarrhea  was  alarming  and  received 
prompt  treatment. 
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To  accomplisti  tliis  most  important  measure,  the  cliildren  were  placed 
under  close  supervision.  The  oflBcers  in  charge  were  furnished  with 
remedies  to  administer  without  loss  of  time  on  the  first  appearance  of 
symptoms  of  disease.  The  children  were  instructed  to  report  themselves 
at  once  when  affected.  Those  in  charge  were  enjoined  not  only  to  so- 
licit rejDorts  and  administer  medicine  where  necessary,  but  to  carefully 
watch  for  any  who  might  be  delinquent  in  this  respect. 

Of  the  hundieds  who  were  attacked  with  diarrhea  there  were  few  that 
did  not  yield  to  this  early  treatment,  and  but  twenty-one  cases,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  went  on  to  the  full  development  of  cholera. 

Diarrhea  and  dysentery  prevailed  during  the  months  of  August  and 
September.  There  were  fifty  cases  of  these  diseases  during  this  period. 
With  the  exception  of  the  months  above  alluded  to,  the  health  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  Refuge  has  been  good. 

From  the  foregoing  very  imperfect  statement  it  will  appear  that  your 
large  family  of  nearly  one  thousand  children  has  been  mercifully  spared, 
in  the  face  of  a  most  malignant  foe — one  that  has,  in  neighboring  institu- 
tions, claimed  a  large  number  of  victims. 

This  immunity  may  not  be  positively  predicated  again  under  the  same 
or  similar  circumstances.  Subtile  malaria  may,  by  unnoticed  accumu- 
lations, if  premises  are  overcrowded  or  poorly  ventilated,  render  another 
approach  of  this  fearful  scourge  as  fatal  in  your  Institution  as  the  past 
one  has  been  in  others. 

Improvement  in  ventilation  and  heating  of  the  Refuge,  now  in  contem- 
plation, are  of  vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  children. 

The  large  and  increasing  number  of  inmates  in  the  Refuge  require 
more  room,  otherwise  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  continued  escape  from 
epidemic  disease- 
It  will  be  recollected  that  eight  hundred  boys  are  now  permitted  to 
enjoy,  in  the  dormitories,  shops,  and  school-rooms,  only  the  amount  of 
air  that,  up  to  the  last  three  years,  has  been  the  vital  support  of  only 
five  or  six  hundred. 

With  the  contemplated  improvements,  and  the  continued  vigilance  ot 
your  officers,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  future  may  establish  the  well- 
earned  sanitary  reputation  of  the  Institution. 

H.  N.  WHITTELSET,  M.  D., 
Fkysician. 

Randall's  Island,  January  1, 1867. 


REPORT  OF  LADIES'  COMMITTEE. 


The  Ladies'  Committee  of  tlie  House  of  Refuge,  in  submitting  tlieir 
Annual  Report,  feel  encouraged  in  a  retrospect  of  the  past  year.  Satis- 
factory visits  have  been  paid  by  the  ladies,  who  have  been  gratified  to 
witness  the  good  order  maintained  in  the  household. 

The  Scripture  recitations  have  been  well  prepared,  and  recited  with 
some  feeling ;  while  the  hearts  of  the  girls  in  many  instances  seemed 
ready  to  receive  the  counsel  imparted  to  them.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  moving  among  them  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  many 
touching  requests  were  made  for  the  prayers  of  the  ladies,  that  they 
might  be  strengthened  to  follow  their  Savior.  With  some  these 
feelings  were  evanescent,  while  others  gave  evidence  of  steadfastness  of 
purjiose. 

One  of  these,  after  leaving  the  Institution,  writes  thus  to  the  Matron : 
"  I  cannot  wait  any  longer  till  I  tell  you  the  good  tidings — I  feel  that  I 
have  found  my  dear  Savior  Tell  the  girls  if  they  seek  Jesus  they 
will  find  Him.  I  wish  they  would  all  take  for  their  motto :  '  Never  be 
afraid  to  speak  for  Jesus.'  " 

Thus,  while,  in  considering  the  extent  of  the  harvest,  comparatively 
few  ripened  sheaves  appear  to  have  been  bound  up,  we  trust  some  seed 
has  been  sown  which,  with  the  divine  blessing,  may  bud  and  blossom 
and  briag  forth  fruit,  to  the  glory  of  the  Great  Husbandman.  On  behalf 
of  the  Committee, 

R.  S.  MURRAY, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 

December  31, 1866. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  : 

Gentlemen— Tlie  following  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Officers' 
Library  during  the  past  year  : 

Second  Annual  ReT)ort  of  Mass.  State  Charities,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board,  F,  B.  Sanborn,  Esq. 

Lincoln  Obsequies,  by  Alderman  Coman. 

The  Managers  have  added  to  the  Library,  by  the  purchase  of  books, 


Reformatory  Works   2  vols. 

Works  of  Fiction  12  " 

Travels   2  " 

Historical  Works   3  " 

Poetical         "   4  " 

Biographical  "    2  " 

General  Literature   6  " 


The  close  of  the  year  finds  the  Library  in  very  good  order  ;  some  of  the 
volumes  that  have  long  been  in  service  need  rebinding,  and  the  maga- 
zines and  pamphlets  for  two  years  await  preservation  in  permanent 
covers.  There  were  a  thousand  and  thirty  volumes  upon  the  shelves 
when  the  annual  examination  of  the  Library  was  had.  Valuable  and 
interesting  additions  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  Atlantic  Magazine,  the  Hours  at  Home,  the  Princeton  and 
Methodist  Quarterlies,  have  come  regularly  and  added  much  to  the 
gratification  and  profit  of  those  who  have  improved  their  leisure 
moments  in  reading. 

The  same  weekly  and  monthly  papers  and  periodicals,  through  the 
generosity  of  publishers  or  individuals,  have  been  received  during  the 
year. 

The  School  Libraries  now  number : 

In  the  Boys'  Department  1,400  vols. 

In  the  Girls'       "    879  " 

An  addition  to  these  of  fifty  or  sixty  well  selected  volumes  was  made 
at  Christmas.  These  libraries  are  accessible  to  the  inmates,  and  are 
eagerly  made  use  of.  Indeed,  many  of  the  volumes  fall  victims  to  con- 
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stant  and  honorable  service  ratlier  than  to  bad  usage.  Tlic  Managers 
and  generous  Sunday-school  friends  and  institutions  have  supplied  us 
with  a  large  number  of  juvenile  religious  papers ;  but  the  demand  has 
always  been  greater  than  the  supply. 

Few  institutions  are  better  supplied  with  miscellaneous  reading  or 
with  a  more  valuable  library  of  reference  than  the  House  of  Refuge. 

The  constant  use  made  of  these  intellectual  facilities  is  a  good 
evidence  to  the  Managers  that  their  liberal  policy  in  this  respect  is 
appreciated  by  those  whose  best  interests,  as  well  as  pleasure,  are 
sought  by  it. 

B.  K.  PEIRCE, 

Libranan. 

December  31, 1866. 
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REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  OF  BOYS'  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  ofjumnile  Delinquents : 
Gentlemen — The  following  statistics  comprise  tlie  Report  of  tlie 
Boys'  School  in  this  Institution  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1866. 
Number  of  boys  under  instruction  at  the  commencement  of  the 

year   756 

Received  during  the  year   781 

Whole  number   1,487 

Of  the  731  boys  received  into  the  School  392  entered  the  First  Divi- 
sion and  339  the  Second  Division. 

Classification  in  Reading, 

1st  Division.  2d  Division. 

Commenced  Alphabet   25  6 

"         Primer   146  49 

1st  Reader   86  91 

2d      "    47  53 

3d    39  69 

"        4th     "    49  71 

  392    339 

Classification  in  Arithmetic. 

Commenced  Addition   236  132 

Subtraction   26  18 

Multiplication   34  39 

Division   40  73 

"        Denominate  Numbers   47  45 

"        Fractions....   9  25 

Interest   0  7 

  392    339 

Promotions  during  the  year  . 

To  1st  Reader   170  135 

"2d      "    164  132 

"3d      "    166  155 

"4th     "   102  184 
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In  Aeithmetic. 

1st  Division.  2d  Divit-ioii . 

To  Subtraction                                           148  131 

"  Multiplication                                       174  132 

"  Division                                                164  133 

"  Denominate  Numbers                              103  136 

"  Fractions                                                83  93 

"  Decimals                                                84  66 

"  Interest                                                 26  46 

Miscellaneous  Arithmetic                              14  50 

Tliere  are  now  773  boys  in  the  school ;  388  are  in  the  First  Division 
and  385  in  the  Second  Division. 

Their  present  standing  is  as  follows  : 
Reade^g. 

1st  Division,  2d  Division. 

Alphabet                                                    8  3 

Primer                                                       52  25 

1st  Reader                                                  84  19 

2d      "                                                       80  75 

3d      "                                                       73  90 

4th                                                           91  173 

  388    385 

Arithmetic. 

Addition                                                    101  27 

Subtraction                                                 43  20 

Multiplication                                             40  35 

Division                                                    113  130 

Compound  Numbers                                     30  85 

Fractions                                                    22  41 

Decimals                                                     22  18 

Interest                                                    17  29 

  388    385 

Writing. 

Writing  on  slates                                      144  47 

"      "   paper                                       244  338 

  388    385 

Geography                                                 91  17r 

Intellectual  Arithmetic                               164  263 

There  have  been  discharged  from  the  Institution  during  the  past  year 
714  boys.    From  the  First  Division,  387  ;  Second  Division,  327. 
4 


50 


APPEI^DIX. 


Their  standing,  wlien  discliarged,  was  as  follows  : 
In  Reading. 


1st  Division, 

2cl  Division . 

1st  Reader  

on 

2d  "   

48 

49 

3d  "   

104 

ou 

4tli  "   

161 

172 

  387 

 327 

Arithmetic. 

-Li3l/  J-'i  V  l^IfJll* 

2d  Division . 

Addition       .  . 

54 

Q 

0 

20 

12 

28 

27 

124 

108 

69 

78 

68 

70 

24 

5 

0 

19 

  387 

  327 

Of  the  731  boys  recaived  495  say  they  never  learned  a  verse  of  Scrip- 
ture and  212  never  attended  any  Sabbath-school. 

We  make  to-day  our  Twelfth  Annual  Report.  Each  year  has  had  its 
lessons ;  each  its  specific  labors;  each  its  own  experience  ;  all  of  which 
we  lay  on  the  altar  of  our  work.  At  the  risk  of  being  considered  coo 
voluminous  in  our  report,  we  have  gathered  some  statistics  from  the 
past,  hoping  they  may  suggest  some  hints  for  our  encouragement  and 
improvement  in  our  future  efforts. 

During  the  twelve  years  ending  with  December  31,  1865,  4,479  boys 
and  1,295  girls  were  received  into  the  School.  Of  that  number  3,057 
boys  and  637  girls  could  neither  read  nor  write.  In  the  same  time  4,037 
boys  and  1,117  girls  were  discharged.  Of  these  454  boys  and  130  girls 
could  not  read.  In  most  instances  these  were  the  younger  children 
whom  the  Managers  thought  wise  to  place  in  good  families,  where  they 
would  be  well  provided  for,  soon  after  they  entered  the  Institution. 
Some  were  physically  and  some  mentally  deficient,  and  others  were  so 
thoroughly  hardened  as  to  be  proof  against  all  possible  efforts  for  their 
improvement. 

It  will  be  recollected,  too,  that  until  within  the  past  year  children 
were  indentured  or  discharged  with  no  reference  to  their  standing  in 
school. 

Deducting  the  discharges  from  the  receipts,  we  find  2,603  boys  and  507 
girls,  who  were  outcasts  from  society  and  morally  lost,  unable  to  read  a 
word  or  write  their  names,  have  been  sent  into  the  world  with  indus- 
trious habits,  a  fair  education  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  having 
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become  producers  in  society  rather  tlian  a  burthen  ;  an  honor  to  them- 
selves, to  their  friends,  and  to  the  Institution  that  nurtured  them. 

In  looking  over  these  gratifying  results  we  feel  that  tlie  encouraging 
feature  of  our  Institution  is,  not  that  a  few  boys,  naturally  bright  and 
intelligent,  have  succeeded  well,  but  that  the  whole  of  this  vast  mass  of 
boys  and  girls,  whose  chances  for  life  were  so  unfavorable,  have  made 
perceptible  advances  in  education  and  moral  character.  The  statistics 
that  bring  the  largest  revenue  to  the  honor  of  the  Institution  are  those 
that  refer  to  our  most  unfortunate  subjects. 

In  looking  over  the  daily  journals  I  find  the  names  of  forty  seven 
children  indentured  from  the  Institution,  who  have  visited  us  during 
the  past  year,  bringing  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  themselves  and 
uniformly  giving  unqualified  testimony  that  their  success  in  life  had 
been  wholly  the  result  of  the  impetus  given  them  in  the  right  direction 
while  here.  Nearly  all  of  them  entered  the  lower  classes  and  were 
discharged  from  the  higher. 

In  view  of  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  children  committed  to  our  care, 
the  low,  sluggish  condition  of  their  minds,  especially  those  of  the  Second 
Division,  and  the  almost  superhuman  effort  required  to  arouse  them  to 
individual  action,  the  very  short  time  they  remain  with  us,  the  fact  that 
this  is  the  only  chance  they  will  ever  have  for  instruction,  I  feel  that 
there  is  a  very  urgent  demand  for  more  help  in  the  School.  There  are  at 
present  about  eighty  pupils  to  each  teacher  ;  and  the  impression  made 
on  such  a  body  of  boys  in  our  limited  time  is  really  very  slight. 

With  the  history  of  the  past  clearly  daguerreotyped  on  our  minds,  we 
look  on  the  future  and  inquire  what  impressions  are  we  to  make  on  this 
mass  of  youth  during  the  coming  year.  Our  labors  cannot  be  unproduct- 
ive.   Their  character  remains  with  us. 

Nearly  eight  hundred  boys  sit  upon  our  seats  heretofore  a  prey  to  a 
thousand  elements  of  destruction,  destitute  of  any  regenerating  qualities ; 
and  nothing  but  resistless  energy  can  arouse  them  so  comjjletely  as  to 
counteract  their  evil  tendencies. 

He  who  would  be  really  successful  must  have  great  energy  of  character, 
a  self-sacrificing  spirit ;  and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  its  excellence 
and  purity,  must  be  the  fountain  from  which  it  is  derived  and  sustained 
and  the  great  center  from  whence  all  his  activities  radiate. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  my  associate  Teachers  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  have  all  discharged  their  several  duties,  and  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  in  all  my  plans  to  advance  the  general  interests  of  the 
School. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  particularly  of  the  sers^ices  of  my 
Vice-Principal,  Mr.  John  A.  Deady,  whose  especial  fitness  for  liis  position 
malkes  his  labor  very  effective  and  enables  him  to  give  tone  and  character 
to  the  division  in  which  he  labors. 
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Call  sthenic  exercises  have  been  introduced  during  the  year  with  very 
beneficial  results. 

TheCity  Superintendents,  Messrs.  Kiddle,  Calkin,  and  Jones ,  have  once 
visited  and  examined  our  schools. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  School  Committee  for  their 
uniform  kindness  and  frequent  expressions  of  encouragement  during  the 
labors  of  the  year. 

Various  are  the  fields  of  labor  among  men  ;  but  there  are  none  that 
will  finally  yield  a  richer  reward  than  this,  when  in  the  end  it  shall 
be  said  to  the  faithful :  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

E.  H.  HALLOCK, 

Assistant  Superintendent  and  Principal  of  Boys'  SchooL 
January  1,  1887. 


REPORT  OF  MATROX. 


To  the  Ilonorahle  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  House  of  Refuge  : 

Gentlemen— Herewith  is  submitted  this  mj  first  annual  report  of  the 
Female  Department  under  my  charge. 

The  number  of  girls  in  the  House  the  first  day  of  January,  1866, 


was   183 

There  were  received  during  the  year   161 

344 

Of  these  were  discharged  and  indentured   198 

Leaving  in  the  House  the  first  day  of  January,  1867  : 

In  the  First  Division   96 

Second  Division   103 

Total   198 


The  health  of  the  inmates,  taking  in  all  circumstances,  will  compare 
very  favorably  with  former  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Physician's 
report.  There  have  been  during  the  year  only  two  deaths,  one  from 
each  division. 

The  work,  the  schools,  and  the  Sabbath-schools  have  had  no  interrup- 
tion during  the  year. 

The  number  of  girls  has  been  more  than  required  for  the  mending, 
making,  washing,  etc.,  of  the  establishment ;  and  a  portion  of  them,  late 
in  the  month  of  August,  were  put  to  the  manufacturing  of  hoop-skirts, 
and  we  have  at  the  present  time  seventy  girls  employed  at  this  business. 

The  using  of  this  surplus  labor  in  the  House  in  this  way  has  enabled 
us  to  give  regular  employment,  according  to  capacity,  to  every  girl. 
Heretofore,  on  account  of  the  large  amount  of  labor  at  command,  girls 
not  particularly  apt  or  ambitious  were  liable  to  be  overlooked  ;  conse 
quently,  their  abilities  were  comparatively  undeveloped. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  girls  by  the  introduction 
of  the  hoop-skirt'business,  the  revenue  has  been  increased  by  their  earn- 
ings,  and  thus  they  have  been  enabled  to  contribute  to  their  own  support. 

Weekly  visits  among  our  children  by  the  Ladies'  Committee  are  in- 
valuable, and  the  children's  interest  in  the  ladies  is  made  manifest  when 
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Saturday  arrives,  and  almost  every  girl  is  gathered  into  the  room  where 
these  "  Good  Samaritans"  meet  to  talk  with  and  pray  for  them. 

The  children  look  forward  to  the  coming  of  the  Sabbath  and  its  exer- 
cis3S  with  pleasure.  The  chapel  service  and  the  discourse  never  fail  to 
attract  and  hold  their  attention. 

The  Sabbath-schools,  always  in  charge  of  the  Teachers  of  the  House, 
are  made  exceedingly  interesting  by  the  instructions  given  by  the  de- 
voted Sunday-school  visitors,  Messrs.  Herder,  Shepherd,  Ray,  and  Davis. 

The  usual  holidays  have  been  observed,  and  on  extra  occasions  girls 
deserving  such  indulgence  by  their  good  conduct  have  been  relieved  from 
duty  and  allowed  additional  recreation,  Mr.  Herder,  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  has  placed  the  Matrons  and  girls  under  obligations  on  several 
occasions  by  the  exhibition  of  the  magic  lantern . 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  usual  good  feeling  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  department  during  the  year.  My  assistants  and  teachers 
have  been  efficient  in  their  aid  to  maintain  the  discipline  and  general 
good  order  of  the  House. 

In  conclusion,  gantlemen,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
the  Board  and  Superintendent  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
received  at  your  hands. 

Conscientiously  have  all  tha  duties  of  my  office  been  performed,  with 
the  endeavor  in  all  things  to  conform  the  management  of  my  department 
to  those  principles  and  ends  for  which  the  Institution  was  founded. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  M.  LOGAN, 

Matron. 


Girls'  House  op  Refuge, 
Randall's  Island,  Dec.  31, 1806. 
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To  tlie  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juve  nile 
Delinquents  : 

Gentlemen — Tlie  whole  number  of  girls  under  instruction  at  the  com 

mencement  of  the  tenn  was   183 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year   161 

Whole  number  under  instruction  during  the  year   344 

Of  the  161  girls  received  into  the  school  during  the  year  there  have 
been  admitted  into  the  First  Division  90  ;  the  Second  Division,  71. 

CLASSIFICATION  IN  HEADING. 

1st  Division.      2(1  Division. 


Commenced  the  Alphabet   10  4 

"         "    Primer   21  7 

"          "    1st  Reader   7  5 

"2d      "    13  14 

"3d      "    26  22 

"4th     "    13  19 

—  90  —  71 

In  Arithmetic. 

Commenced  in  Addition   68  46 

"   Subtraction   9  8 

"         "    Multiplication   6  5 

'*         "    Division   7  12 

—  90  —  71 


There  are  now  in  the  School  198  girls  ;  96  in  the  First  and  102  in  the 
Second  Division. 

Their  present  standing  is  as  follows  : 

In  Reading. 


1st  Division. 

2d  Division. 

  8 

6 

  10 

20 

  16 

10 

2d      "   T  

  13 

17 

3d  "   

  26 

21 

4th  "   

  23 

28 

—  96 

—  102 
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Ijsr  Arithmetic. 


i 

1st  Division. 

2d  Division. 

27 

53 

,  ,  15 

8 

16 

15 

15 

5 

19 

14 

4 

7 

  96 

  J.  w 

Promotions  during  tlie  year : 

In  Reading. 

'V,-\  'I  Tianr\av 

oo 

"  3d  " 

9,S 

oo 

A>7 

1  K 
10 

1  A 

14 

In  Arithmetic. 

To  Addition  

30 

42 

26 

38 

12 

17 

17 

24 

10 

16 

5 

13 

The  attainments  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  geography  of  the 

one  hundred  and  forty-six  girls  who  have  been  discharged  from  tiie 

School  during  the  year,  from  the  First  Division,  75  ;  Second  Division,  71. 

In  Reading. 

Ist  Diviaion. 

2d  Division 

9 

1 

"2d  "   

11 

2 

"3d  "   

29 

26 

"4th  "   

26 

42 

—  75 

—  71 

In  Arithmetic. 

15 

5 

10 

4 

16 

16 

23 

24 

7 

13 

4 

9 

—  75 

—  71 
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In  Writing. 

1st  Division.         21  Division. 

Could  write  words   20  24 

leg-ibly   38  31 

"     well   17  IG 

-  75  —  71 

Is  Mental  Akithmetic. 

Had  finislied  tliree  chapters   18  14 

four        "    G  12 

*'     not  studied  it   51  45 

-  75  —  71 

In  Geography. 

As  far  as  North  America   20  11 

"      United  States   14  15 

Europe   10  31 

Had  not  studied  it   31  14 

—  75  -  71 

Of  the  girls  now  in  School  there  are  : 

Writing  on  slates   30  40 

*'  paper   64  G2 

Studying  mental  arithmetic   20  30 

"       geography   45  50 

During  the  year  90  girls  have  entered  the  First  Division.  Of  that  num- 
ber G6  remain.  Of  these  66  girls  15  had  attended  Ward  Schools  in  this 
city,  5  in  Brooklyn,  3  in  Williamsburg,  1  in  Flushing,  2  in  Newburg,  1 
in  Hudson,  2  in  Albany,  2  in  Troy,  1  in  Cohoes,  3  in  Utica,  3  in  Dunkirk, 
4  in  Buffalo,  1  in  Detroit,  6  in  county  schools,  while  17  had  never  attended 
any  school. 

During  the  year  71  girls  have  entered  the  Second  Division.  Of  that 
number  GO  remain.  Of  these  60  girls  30  had  attended  Ward  Schools  in 
this  city,  2  in  Brooklyn,  3  in  Albany,  5  in  Troy,  1  in  Schenectady,  4  in 
Buffalo,  1  in  Canandaigua,  1  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  1  in  New  Haven,  2  in 
county  schools,  1  in  Philadelphia,  1  in  Germany,  while  8  had  never  attend- 
ed any  school. 

Of  the  92  girls  who  have  entered  the  First  Division  10  have  never  at- 
tended Sabbath  school,  17  have  never  attended  day-school.  The  remain- 
der possess  some  knowledge  of  the  Bible. 

Of  the  71  girls  admitted  into  the  Second  Division  8  say  they  have  never 
attended  Sabbath-school,  25  that  they  have  never  learned  a  verse  in  the 
Bible,  8  that  they  have  never  attended  any  school. 

Respectfully, 

JANE  C.  VOORHEES, 

Principal  of  Girh'  School- 

Randall's  Island,  December  31,  1866. 
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January  1,  1806. 

The  work  of  the  House  was  suspended  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
custom,  and  the  day  devoted  to  recreation.  The  good  things  provided 
by  tha  Board  were  distributed  during  the  day,  and  the  children  retired 
early  at  night  well  pleased  with  their  holiday. 

We  commenced  the  year  with  a  larger  number  of  inmates  than  any 
former  year  since  the  House  was  established,  and  with  very  flattering- 
prospects-.    The  health  is  excellent  and  the  children  cheerful  and  happy. 

January  7. 

The  Chaplain  officiated  at  the  morning  service  in  the  chapel,  and  Messrs. 
Giffing,  Davis,  and  Ray  visited  the  Sabbath-schools. 

January  13. 

C.  T         came  to  see  hsr  friends  and  to  say  that  she  had  served 

her  time  and  is  now  receiving  wages  from  her  master.  Her  appearance 
is  creditable  to  herself  and  to  those  who  have  had  her  in  charge.  SLe 
will  return  to  her  place  next  week. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lucky  and  wife,  of  Sing  Sing,  Madam  Dubois,  of  New  York, 
Miss  Underhill,  Mrs.  Lankford,  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  of  the  Lacies'  Com- 
mittee, visited  the  House  this  day. 

January  14. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  of  Brooklyn,  assisted  by  Mr.  Bogert,  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  conducted  the  morning  services  in  the  chapel ;  and  Messrs. 
Herder  and  Shepherd  visited  the  Sabbath-schools.  Messrs.  Strong, 
Herder,  and  Bogert,  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  were  present  during  the 
day. 

John  L  ,  indentured  in  1855,  called  to-day  accompanied  by  some 

friends.  He  is  now  filling  a  very  good  position  in  New  York,  and  is 
much  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

February  8. 

John  R  ,  who  left  the  House  in  1804  to  enter  the  service,  called  this 

morning  to  report  himself.  He  has  been  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  and  is 
now  on  his  way  back  to  Richmond  to  join  his  brother  in  business. 

Messrs.  Ketclium  and  Bogert,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  visited 
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tlic  House  officially  this  day.  Ten  inmates  were  discharged  and  four 
new  ones  received. 

February  26. 

James  G  and  George  H  called,  accompanied  by  their  masters. 

The  hoys  are  doing  well  and  are  much  esteemed  in  the  families— so  much 
so  that  two  of  the  neighbors  came  with  them  to  get  boys,  and  request 
that  the  boys  shall  select  for  them. 

Marcli  13. 

John  H  came  to  the  House  this  afternoon  and  will  remain  during 

the  night.  He  has  served  more  than  three  years  in  the  army  and  is  still 
in  the  service.  The  account  he  gives  of  himself  and  his  appearance  are 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Fourteen  subjects  were  discharged  to-day,  three  new  ones  received. 

MarcJi  20. 

George  H.  A  ,  a  fine  intelligent  young  man,  a  machinist  by  trade, 

visited  the  schools  last  evening.  He  left  the  House  in  1858,  since  which 
time  we  have  frequently  heard  of  him  and  always  to  his  credit. 

Ajml  3. 

Mr.  Fullerton,  Manager  of  the  Philadelphia  House  of  Refuge,  Judge 
Ryerson,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Crystillar,  of  New  York,  visited  the 
House  this  day. 

April  18. 

W  H.  G  ,  indentured  in  1804  by  request  of  friends,  but  unfor- 
tunately in  a  poor  place,  applied  to  Justice  C  T  ,  Brooklyn,  to 

be  sent  to  the  Refuge,  and  came  to-day  bringing  his  own  commitment. 
He  will  remain  until  a  suitable  place  can  be  found. 

Mary  J.  E  ,  whose  term  of  service  expired  sometime  since,  asks  the 

privilege  of  remaining  a  few  days  until  she  can  secure  a  place  in  service. 
She  has  lived  with  her  master  for  wages  since  her  time  expired,  but  she 
thinks  the  work  too  hard  for  her,  and  seeks  another  place.  She  bears  a 
good  reputation  in  the  neighborhood. 

May  2. 

The  girls  in  each  division  in  the  class  of  honor  enjoyed  a  holiday  this 
afternoon  in  the  assembly  room,  as  a  reward  for  their  past  good  conduct. 
A  majority  were  able  to  ioin  in  the  festivities  and  partake  of  the  refresh- 
ments provided  for  the  occasion. 

3fay  4. 

Messrs.  Atterbury,  Cobb,  Smith,  Steward,  and  Herder,  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  and  McMartiu,  of  the 
School  Committee,  visited  the  House  officially  this  day. 
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The  Board  of  Managers  held  its  regular  monthly  meeting  at  the  House 
^this  afternoon. 

The  cash  earnings  of  the  boys  for  the  last  month  are  $3,331.87, 

May  14. 

Lawrence  C  called  this  day  and  gave  a  good  account  of  himself. 

He  is  working  at  his  trade  in  the  city  and  bears  a  good  character. 

May  16. 

Louisa  D  visited  the  House  this  afternoon  and  made  a  very  favor- 
able impression.  She  is  married  and  doing  well.  Her  friends  speak 
very  favorably  of  her. 

3Iai/22. 

Theodore  W — ~  R  made  a  short  visit  this  afternoon.  He  was  in- 
dentured in  1853  and  very  soon  gave  evidence  of  being  a  reformed  boy. 
We  are  fully  informed  of  the  course  of  his  life  since  he  left  us,  and  we 
believe  he  is  a  worthy  young  man.  In  j)assing  through  the  Schools  he 
made  short  addresses  to  the  boys,  giving  the  outlines  of  his  life,  how  he 
came  to  be  sent  to  the  Refuge,  how  he  prized  its  precepts  and  instruc- 
tion, and  enjoined  upon  the  boys,  when  they  leave  the  House,  to  put  in 
practice  what  they  are  here  taught,  and  especially  to  keep  the  two  rules 
of  the  House — namely  :  "  Tell  n,o  lies  "  and  "  Do  the  best  you  know 
how."  Theodore  has  worked  his  way  up  to  a  partnerhip  in  a  well- 
known  house  in  New  York,  is  happily  married,  and  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition. 

May  22. 

Dr.  Adrian,  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  St.  Louis  House  of  Ref- 
uge, accompanied  by  his  lady,  visited  the  House  this  afternoon. 

Seven  subjects  were  discharged  to  the  care  of  friends  and  one  re 
ceived. 

3fay  24. 

F.  W.  S  ,  discharged  a  little   more  than  a  year  ago,  called 

this  afternoon.  He  is  a  steady  young  man,  in  good  employment,  and 
makes  a  respectable  appearance. 

May  26. 

Hannah  T  called  to  bid  us  good-by  before  she  leaves  the  city. 

She  was  a  good  girl  here  ;  but,  before  coming  to  the  Refuge,  had  fallen 
into  very  bad  company.  She  sails  for  Europe  on  Monday  in  the  capacity 
of  a  servant  to  a  family  going  abroad.  We  are  fully  convinced  of  her 
honest  intentions  and  trust  she  will  do  well. 

June  9. 

Jennie  W  comes  on  a  visit  and  will  remain  a  few  days  at  the 

House.    She  has  served  her  time  and  is  still  with  the  family  on  wages. 
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We  are  well  informed  of  lier  standing  in  tlie  community,  and  know 
tliat  she  has  a  good  reputation.  A  more  sprightly,  capable  young 
woman  is  rarely  found,  even  where  the  advantages  have  been  superior  to 
Jennie's.    She  goes  back  to  her  home  as  soon  as  she  has  made  her  visit. 

June  15. 

The  quarterly  examination  of  the  Boys'  School  took  place  this  even- 
ing. Present:  Messrs.  Kiddle,  Calkins,  and  Jones,  City  Superintendents 
of  Schools  ;  Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  andMcMartin,  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee ;  Mr.  Peirce,  Chaplain,  Dr.  Whittlesey,  and  others.  All  expressed 
satisfaction  at  the  progress  of  the  School,  especially  in  the  good  order 
and  deportment  of  the  boys. 

June  22. 

The  quarterly  examination  of  the  Girls'  School  was  held  this  evening, 
under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Halsted  and  McMartin  of  the  School 
Committee.  The  performances  were  creditable  both  to  teachers  and 
scholars,  and  was  very  satisfactory  to  the  Committees. 

June  27. 

Andrew  J  ,  who  left  the  House  in  1853,  called  to  day  to  report 

himself.  At  first,  after  leaving  the  House,  he  served  on  a  farm,  but 
subsequently  followed  the  sea.  He  is  now  a  substantial  young  man  and 
has  taken  good  care  of  his  earnings. 

Juli/  1. 

J.  M.  Talcott,  Suyerintendent  of  the  Reform  School  at  Providence,  was 
present  at  the  Chapel  service  and  addressed  the  children  at  the  close  of 
the  sermon.    Mr.  Talcott  will  remain  with  us  through  the  night. 

July  4. 

The  customary  observance  of  this  day  as  a  holiday  was  had.  The  work 
in  the  House  was  suspended,  and  during  the  morning  the  children  assem- 
bled in  the  chapel,  where  appropriate  exercises  were  held.  Rev.  Mr.  Par- 
ker, of  Harlem,  and  Mr.  Landon,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  children,  who, 
in  turn,  sang  several  national  pieces  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  L.  V. 
Stockwell,  their  music  teacher,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  numerous 
company  present.  In  the  afternoon  refreshments  were  served  and  the 
children  allowed  to  enjoy  the  sports  of  the  yards.  The  girls  had  a  pic- 
nic under  the  trees  in  their  yard  to  which  many  visitors  were  attracted. 
Rev.  Mr.  Parker  entertained  the  girls  by  singing  and  speaking.  The  day 
passed  pleasantly  and  the  children  retired  at  night  wellj^leased  with  the 
recreation  their  good  conduct  had  permitted  them  to  enjoy.  Several 
former  inmates,  most  giving  satisfactory  accounts  of  themselves,  were 
present  during  the  day.  Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  and  Herder,  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  spent  the  day  with  us. 
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July  5. 

Michael  B  ,  indentured  to  learn  a  trade  two  years  ago,  came  on  a 

visit  and  will  remain  tlirough  the  night.    A  likely  young  man. 

July  6. 

John  P  is  this  day  discharged  as  an  inmate  from  the  House  and 

made  Acting  Overseer  of  the  First  Division  Yard,  with  a  salary  of  $100 
per  annum  and  board.    A  month's  trial  has  proved  satisfactory. 

July  9. 

Mary  D  and  Mary  C  paid  us  a  short  visit  this  afternoon.  They 

have  both  served  their  time  faithfully  in  the  country  and  are  now  at  ser- 
vice on  wages.    They  appear  respectable. 

July  14. 

Catherine  H  ,  indentured  May,  1865,  came  to  the  House  on  a  visit 

yesterday  and  remained  during  the  night.  She  appears  well  and  says 
she  likes  her  place.    She  returns  to-day. 

August  7. 

Henry  R  ,  indentured  eleven  years  ago,  paid  us  a  visit  this  after- 
noon. He  appears  well  and  gives  a  good  account  of  himself  since  he  left 
ns.    He  has  until  very  recentlj^  been  working  at  farming  in  New  Jersey. 

Mary  J.  E  also  called.   We  are  fully  informed  of  her  history  since 

she  left  the  Refuge.    She  is  well  thought  of  in  the  neighborhood. 

August  29. 

The  Kelly  Manufacturing  Company  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
hoop-skirts  this  morning,  employing  16  girls.  They  will  add  a  few  each 
day  until  they  reach  the  limit  of  their  contract— 50  girls. 

The  little  boys,  30  in  number,  too  small  to  work  in  the  shoe-shop,  are 
put  to  knitting  socks  to-day  for  the  use  of  the  Institution,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Julia  Lawrence.    We  now  have  regular  employment  for 

every  child  in  the  House.    Andrew  J.  W  and  John  G  were  sent 

before  the  Hon.  G,  G.  Barnard  in  answer  to  writs  of  habeas  corpus. 

Louisa  S  visited  the  House  this  afternoon  and  appeared  very  well. 

She  is  living  with  her  mother  and  doing  well. 

August  30. 

John  H  ,  who  left  the  Refuge  more  than  three  years  ago  to  join 

the  army,  came  to  see  us  this  day.  He  is  now  commander  of  a  coasting 
vessel,  plying  between  his  native  x^lace  and  New  York.  Six  years  ago 
he  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  charged  with  grand  larceny. 

September  3. 

D.  S   called  this  afternoon  with  her  mother.  Her  apprentice- 
ship expired  some  months  since,  and  she  has  been  receiving  wages  from 
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her  former  master  until  now.  She  has  a  good  reputation  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

September  10. 

May  Ann  D         came  to  make  a  short  visit  to-day.    She  has  served 

her  tjme  faithfully,  and  been  receiving  wages  in  the  same  family  during 
the  past  year.    She  is  highly  spoken  of  by  her  master  and  mi? tress. 

September  13. 

P.  I         paid  us  a  visit  this  afternoon.     He  left  the  Refuge  more 

than  twelve  years  ago  During  the  war  he  served  in  the  navy,  and  was 
several  times  promoted  for  his  bravery.  He  is  at  present  in  the  U.  S. 
Revenue  service,  but  will  return  to  the  city  the  coming  winter  and  enter 
business  with  his  father.  He  is  an  enterprising  young  man,  and  does 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  House. 

October  8. 

James  O'B         and  Rudolph  C  visited  the  House  to-day.  They 

have  been  absent  several  years,  and  are  grown  to  be  likely  men.  But 
few  that  visit  us  appear  better. 

October  16. 

James  P.  J  left  the  House  in  1855,  in  ill  health,  and  we  heard 

nothing  definite  from  him  until  he  called  this  afternoon.  He  has  been 
in  the  army,  having  recovered  his  health,  and  latterly  has  been  employed 
in  teaching  the  freedmen  about  Washington.  He  is  an  intelligent  young 
colored  man,  and  bids  fair  to  make  his  mark. 

October  17. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fessenden,  Agent  for  Connecticut  to  visit  the  reformatories 
in  the  United  States  with  a  view  of  maturing  apian  for  a  Girls'  Reform- 
atory in  Connecticut,  visited  the  House  this  day,  and  inspected  the  dif- 
ferent departments. 

Theodore  V  left  the  House  in  1860.    He  called  to-day  to  report 

himself.  Shortly  after  he  left  the  Refuge  he  went  •'  West,"  where  he  has 
been  engaged  at  farming.    His  apx^earance  is  creditable. 

October  30. 

Thomas  W  ,  indentured  to  the  farming  business  in  1863,  called  this 

afternoon  and  made  a  good  report  of  himself.  We  were  fully  informed 
of  his  conduct  during  his  apprenticeship,  and  it  was  good.  His  time  has 
expired,  and  he  is  now  m  the  express  business,  on  his  own  account,  in 
Brooklyn. 

November  11. 

The  Chaplain,  assisted  by  Mr.  Strong,  conducted  the  services  in  the 
morning,  and  Messrs.  Herder,  Shepherd,  and  McKay  visited  the  Sabbath- 
schools. 
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Messrs.  Strong  and  Herder,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Hawley,  of  Albany, 
mefnbers  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  visited  the  house  during  the  day. 

Nonerriber  13. 

Joseph  M  (colored),  enlisted  February  15,  1864,  called  to-day,  with 

his  mother,  to  see  about  his  bounty  money,  left  with  the  Treasurer  when 
he  went  away  to  the  a  rmy.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  balance  due  him 
until  the  receipt  of  our  letter  a  few  days  since.  The  mother  and  son 
were  very  grateful.    Joseph  appears  well. 

Charles  G  was  indentured  last  spring  to  the  farming  business,  but 

not  liking  the  country  he  came  back  with  his  master,  and  was  then  per- 
mitted to  seek  a  place  for  himself  in  the  city.  He  came  to-day  to  report 
himself,  and  made  a  very  favorable  appearance.  He  is  at  work  at  fair 
wages,  by  which  he  aids  in  supporting  his  mother  and  family. 

November  29. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  and  in  obedience  to  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  authorities,  the  work  was  suspended  and  appropriate  services 
held  in  the  chapel  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  children  en- 
joyed the  holiday  sports. 

Rev.  Dr.  E.  H.  Gillett,  of  Harlem,  H.  Q.  Hawley,  Esq.,  resident  Man- 
ager at  Albany,  and  Mr.  Lee^  of  NeW  York,  addressed  the  children  in  the 
chapel.  Ten  young  ladies  present  from  Mr.  Lee's  Sabbath-school  sang 
some  pieces  very  finely  for  the  gratification  of  the  children,  who  in  turn 
showed  to  the  visitors  present  that  they  had  not  entirely  neglected  the 
cultivation  of  their  vocal  powers.  Under  the  leadership  of  their  faithful 
teacher.  Miss  L.  V.  Stockwell,  whom  they  love  to  honor,  they  sang  a 
number  of  pieces  in  excellent  style  and  were  highly  complimented  by 
the  company  present.  Altogether,  the  day  passed  pleasantly,  and  the 
children  retired  at  night  apparently  satisfied  with  the  day. 

In  the  evening  Manager  Herder  gave  the  girls  of  the  Second  Division 
an  agreeable  surprise  with  his  magic  lantern.  The  children  in  the  Refuge 
acknowledge  their  many  obligations  to  Mr.  Herder  for  former  favors  of 
this  kind,  and  to-night  the  girls  appreciated  it  all  the  better  because  it 
was  a  surprise. 

December  3. 

Jennie  W  ,formerly  an  inmate,  came  on  a  short  visit  this  afternoon. 

She  served  her  time,  and  for  more  than  a  year  has  been  receiving  wages 
in  the  same  family.    She  is  a  worthy  young  woman. 

Beceviber  5. 

Patrick  K  made  a  short  visit  this  afternoon.    He  has  been  absent 

several  years  and  is  grown  to  be  a  man.  During  the  past  few  years  he 
has  been  working  at  farming.   He  is  a  substantial  young  man. 
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December  7. 

Messrs  Atterbury  and  Herder,  of  tlis  Executive  Committee,  and  Messrs. 
Halsted  and  McMartin,  of  tlie  School  Committee,  visited  the  House  oflB- 
cially  this  day 

The  earnings  for  the  last  month  are  $5,110.42. 

December  14. 

The  quarterly  examination  of  the  Second  Division,  Boys'  School,  was 
held  this  evening  in  the  presence  of  the  School  Committee  and  a  number 
of  the  members  of  the  House. 

At  the  close  of  the  exercises,  Mr.  Strong,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
commended  the  progress  and  proficiency  of  the  scholars  and  the  faitli- 
fulness  of  the  teachers. 

December  22. 

Richard  C  ,  indentured  March  27,  1862,  paid  us  a  visit  yesterday 

and  remained  through  the  night.  He  has  reached  his  majority,  and  is  a 
fine  robust  young  farmer. 

December  25. 

"Merry  Christmas  "  was  heard  from  every  quarter  as  the  children  came 
from  their  rooms  this  morning,  which  reminded  us  that  anothei  holiday 
was  at  hand.  The  boys  enjoyed  the  sports  of  the  yard,  and  the  girls  had 
their  pastime  in  the  House,  which  was  thrown  open  for  their  use.  In 
he  evening  the  girls  had  an  exhibition  consisting  of  dialogues  and  sing- 
ing. Mr.  Herder,  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  was  present  with  his  magic 
lantern  and  added  greatly  to  the  pleasures  of  the  evening.  The  usual 
refreshments  were  served  during  the  day,  and  the  children  retired  well 
pleased  with  their  holiday. 

Messrs.  Strong  and  Herder,  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  a  number 
of  visitors,  as  W3ll  as  several  of  the  former  inmates,  called,  as  is  common 
on  these  holiday  festivities. 

December  26. 

James  H  — ,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  Charles  R  (all  colored), 

visited  the  House  this  afternoon.  The  boys  have  served  their  time  and 
are  now  free.  The  accounts  we  had  of  the  boys  during  their  apprentice- 
ship was  very  favorable,  and  their  appearance  now  justifies  the  favora- 
ble opinion  we  had  formed  of  them. 

December  27. 

Isaac  M  ,  indentured  in  1852,  called  to-day,  accompanied  by  his 

former  master.    Hens  in  his  twenty-fifth  year  of  age,  and  a  fine  young 
man.    His  record  was  good  during  his  apprenticeship,  and  since  the 
expiration  of  his  time  he  has  sustained  a  character  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood w^hich  commands  the  respect  of  all. 
5 
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LETTERS 

FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN    WHOSE  APPREN- 
TICESHIPS HAVE  NOT  EXPIRED. 

BOYS. 


Patrick  McA  was  received  into  the  House  July  28,  1863,  tlirougli 

the  New  York  Special  Sessions,  for  petit  larceny  ;  aged  nine  years.  He 
was  indentured  February  10,  18S5.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter  received  from  his  master  : 

February  9,  1866. 

Deab  Sir — I  received  your  letter  a  few  days  since  and  will  now 
answer  the  questions  as  well  as  I  am  able.  Patrick  remains  with  me 
and  is  contented.  He  attends  school  and  church  regularly,  but  there  is 
no  Sabbath-school  this  winter.  He  is  as  industrious  as  most  boys  of  his 
age.  Yours  truly,  WM.  A.  R. 


Stephen  G  was  admitted  into  the  House  June  25,  1864,  from  Troy, 

for  vagrancy  ;  aged  nine  years.  H6  was  indentured  to  the  farming  busi- 
ness June  14,1835.  The  following  was  received  concerning  him  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1866  : 

February  19,  1866. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  often  thought  of  writing  to  you,  but  have  neglected 

doing  so.    Stephen  Gr         is  a  fine,  ambitious  boy,  and  I  owe  you  my 

thanks  for  giving  me  one  so  good.  I  think  almost  as  much  of  him  as  if 
he  was  my  brother.  I  often  ask  him  if  he  would  like  to  go  back.  He 
thinks  he  would,  but  only  to  make  a  visit. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  S.  P. 


Mary  E.  D  and  Charles  A.   D  ,  brother  and  sister,  were 

admitted  into  the  House  Februar}^  18,  1859,  from  Troy,  for  vagrancy; 
aged  sixteen  and  thirteen  years.  At  the  time  the  children  were  sent  to 
the  Refuge  the  mother  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  They  were  inden- 
tured April  7,  1859.  The  following  was  received  concerning  them, 
dated 

March  7,  1866. 

Dear  Friends— Mary  and  Charles  D         are  very  well.    Mary  was 

married  la^tfall,  but  has  been  with  us,  with  her  husband,  during  the  win- 
ter. This  spring  they  will  commence  housekeeping  for  themselves. 
Her  husband  is  a  steady,  healthy  man,  and  I  think  Mary  has  done  well. 
Charles  is  still  at  his  trade  and  is  a  fine,  industrious  young  man. 

Respectfully  yours,  R.  F. 


Charles  M  was  received  June  15,  1864,  from  New  York,  for  petit 

larceny  ;  aged  fourteen  years  He  was  indentured  February  26,  1866, 
and  his  master  writes  as  follows  : 
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Mnnh  24, 186G. 

Dear  Sir — The  boy  that  I  obtained  from  tlie  Kefuofo  I  like  very  much. 
He  is  in  good  health  and  I  think  very  much  of  him.  lie  learns  very  fast, 
and  I  think  he  will  make  a  good  farmer. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  J.  C. 


James  W  was  admitted  July  17,  18G3,  from  Brooklyn,  for  robbery 

in  the  first  degree ;  aged  thirteen  years.  He  was  indentured  April  3, 
1865.    His  master  writes  as  follows  : 

April  10,  18GG. 

Sir — James,  whom  I  got  at  your  place  last  spring,  is  still  with  me  and 
behaves  well.  He  went  to  school  during  the  winter  and  made  fair 
progress.  Yours  truly,  R.  S.  D. 


Robert  B  was  admitted  August  1,  18G3,  from  New  York,  for  petit 

larceny  ;  aged  twelve  years.  He  was  hold  until  March  18, 18G5,  when  he 
was  indentured  to  the  farming  business.    His  master  writes  as  follows  : 

ApHl  18, 18G6. 

Dear  Sir — According  to  agreement  I  report  to  you  in  regard  to  Robert 

B  .    He  is  well  and  has  been  so  since  he  left  your  place.    He  went  to 

school  during  the  winter  and  made  considerable  progress.  He  takes  great 
interest  in  his  books,  and  is  a  very  good  boy  in  general. 

Very  respectfully,  W. 


Charles  J  ,  from  the  New  York  Special  Sessions,  April  29,  18G4,  for 

petit  larceny,  aged  sixteen  years  ,  was  indentured  March  15,  18GG.  The 
following  was  received  from  his  master  under  date  of  April  19,  18GG  : 

Dear  Sir — Charles  J  is  with  me  and  I  like  him  very  much. 

Yours  very  truly,  J.  M.  M. 


John  N  ,  admitted  September  1,  1863,  from  New  York,  for  petit 

larceny,  aged  eleven  years,  was  indentured  April  15,  1865,  to  the  farming 
business.    His  master  writes  under  date  of  April  24,  1866,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir— I  write  these  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  John  N  is 

with  me  still,  and  I  can  say,  he  is  a  very  good  boy.  He  has  very  good 
health  and  very  seldom  complains  of  being  anwell.  He  attended  school 
during  the  winter  and  made  g  od  improvement  of  his  time.  He  seems 
to  like  here  very  well  and  I  think  will  stav  his  time  out. 

Yours  &c., "  G.  W.  P. 


Patrick  McC  ,  from  the  Troy  Spcciral  Sessions,  for  petit  larceny. 

September  18,  1862,  aged  sixteen  years,  was  indentured  February  12. 
1864.  The  following  was  received  concerning  him  under  date  of  Mav 
28,  1866 : 

Dear  Sir — Patrick  McC  is  still  with  me,  an  honest,  industrious 

boy.  He  enjoys  .good  health,  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  reg- 
ularly, and  has  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  all  who  know  him.  1 
think  he  will  remain  the  time  specified  in  his  indentures.  He  tells  me 
he  lias  never  seen  the  day  he  was  sorry  he  came  here. 

Yours  with  respect,  J.  F.  H. 
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Thomas  W  ,  from  the  New  York  Special  Sessions,  for  petit  larceny 

Maj?ch  29,  1864,  aged  fifteen  years,  was  indentured  December  28,  1865, 
The  master  writes,  under  date  of  May  30,  1866,  as  follows : 

DEA.R  Sir — Thomas  W  has  been  with  me  now  six  months,  and  I 

am  most  happy  to  say  that  he  has  been  a  good  boy.  I  have  not  seen  the 
slightest  tendency  toward  dishonesty  and  very  little  untruthfulness 
He  seems  to  be  very  happy  and  takes  great  interest  in  the  farm.  He 
attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  regularly,  and  during  the  winter 
my  daughter  taught  him  reading,  writing,  &c.,  at  home.  He  sends  his 
respects  to  you  and  seems  much  pleased  to  know  that  I  am  writing  this 
etter. 

Yours  truly,  J.T. 


Michael  M  ,  admitted  to  the  Refuge,  April  10,  1863,  for  petit 

larceny,  aged  thirteen  years,  was  indentured  October  8,  1863.  His 
master  writes,  under  date  of  August  23,  1866,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir — I  am  happy  to  state  Michael  M  continues  to  be  honest, 

industrious,  and  is  much  improved  in  education.  He  attends  Sabbath- 
school  and  church  regularly,  and  is  correct  in  his  deportment.  He  is 
almost  a  man  in  size  and  has  pride  to  keep  himself  tidy,  which  en 
courages  me  to  hope  that  he  may  come  to  manhood  a  respectable  and 
useful  citizen,  which  is  my  sincere  prayer. 

Yours  truly,  S.  V. 


William  H.  B  came  to  the  Refuge  June  15,  1859,  through  the 

New  York  Special  Sessions,  for  theft ;  aged  thirteen  years.  He  was  sent 
to  the  "  West  "  September  27, 1859,  and  placed  in  the  home  of  a  Christian 
family.    The  master  writes,  under  date  of  August  25, 1866,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir — Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  8th  instant  is  received,  in- 
quiring concerning  William  H.  B — -,  indentured  to  me  September 
27,  1859.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  in  1861,  and  served  four  years. 
When  he  was  discharged  he  came  back  to  me  and  still  makes  my  house 
his  home.    He  is  honest  and  improved  some  in  education. 

Respectfully,  D.  C. 


John  H  ,  aged  fifteen  years,  was  admitted  February  2,  1863,  on  the 

charge  of  vagrancy.  He  had  lived  an  indolent  life  and  contracted  very  bad 
habits  before  coming  to  the  Refuge.  He  was  indentured  July  15,  1864, 
to  tho  farming  business.  His  master  writes,  under  date  of  August 
27th,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir — John  is  still  with  me  and  is  growing  to  be  a  stout,  vigorous, 
and  healthy  young  man.  I  am  in  good  hopes  that  he  is  going  to  make 
an  honorable  and  useful  member  of  society.  If  he  continue  to  conduct 
himself  as  well  as  he  has  hitherto  done,  he  will  never  lack  the  oppor- 
tunity of  securing  a  good  place  I  believe  John  to  be  strictly  honest, 
and  he  is  tolerably  ambitious.    He  attends  church  regularly. 

Respectfully,  W.  C.  V. 


Thomas  M  was  admitted  to  the  House  April  23,  1859,  aged  ten 

years,  from  Albany,  being  an  idle  vagrant  child.  September  27th  fol- 
lowing he  was  sent  "  West  "  and  placed  in  a  good  home.  The  following 
letter  in  regard  to  him  has  been  received : 
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AugwU  28,  18GG. 

Dear  Sir— In  answer  to  your  inquiry  concernino;  Thomas  M  ,  I  am 

happy  to  inform  you  that  he  is  quite  well.  He  is  at  present  away  in 
Missouri  on  business.  He  has  attended  school  yery  little  and  has  not 
improyed  as  much  in  education  as  could  be  wished.  Last  winter  he 
united  with  the  church  in  this  place  and  continues  to  be  a  yery  exem- 
plary member.    He  is  honest  and  I  think  will  do  well. 

Yours  truly,  S.  J.  A. 


Terence  M  ,  aged  10  years,  was  admitted  to  the  Refuge  May  28, 

1862,  for  theft.  Before  coming  to  the  Refuge  he  was  a  little  street  yagrant. 
He  was  indentured  April  10,  1863,  and  the  following  letter,  dated  August 
29,  1866,  is  concerning  him  : 

Dear  Friend— Terence  M  is  with  me  yet.    He  is  honest,  indus 

trious,  and  improyed  in  education,  and  is  quite  healthy.  He  attends 
Sabbath-school  regularly  and  church  as  often  as  opportunity  oifers.  He 
is  much  respected  in  the  neighborhood,  well-behayed,  and  bids  fair  to  be 
a  useful  man. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  D 


Thomas  E  ,  received  April  25,  1863,  from  Troy,  for  vagrancy,  was 

indentured  September  10,  1864,  and  the  following  letter  is  concerning 
him : 

September  6,  1866. 

Dear  Sir — Thomas  E  is  well ;  has  grown  very  much ;  is  healthy. 

Shows  considerable  ambition,  and  is  much  improved  in  education  I 
have  always  found  him  truthful  and  honest.  He  is  a  great  favorite  in 
the  family,  and  appears  contented. 

Yours  truly,  J.  J.  E. 


Robert  M  -,  from  the  county  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for 

grand  larceny,  December  9,  1863,  aged  16  years,  was  indentured  June  3, 
1865.  His  reputation  before  coming  to  the  Refuge  was  bad  ;  and  he  had 
acquiredvery  vicious  habits.  His  master  writes,  under  date  of  October 
22,  1866,  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir— Robert  M  is  still  with  me  and  is  a  very  good  boy.  I 

think  his  habits  are  so  far  formed  that  he  will  grow  up  a  useful  man. 
He  regularly  attends  church  and  loves  to  go.  So  far  I  am  pleased  with 
him,  and  if  he  continues  with  me  I  will  do  well  by  him. 

Yours  truly,  J.  G.  F. 


James  R  ,  from  the  county  Special  Sessions,  December  4, 1863, 

as  a  yagrant,  aged  twelve  years,  was  indentured  August  8,  1865.  The 
master  writes,  under  date  of  November  12,  1866,  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir — Tlier  boy  (James  R  )  I  got  from  your  Institution  has 

conducted  himself  in  a  manner  gratifying  to  me  and  to  all  the  neighl)ors. 
He  is  honest  and  industrious,  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  regu- 
larly, and  gives  entire  satisfaction. 

Yours  truly,  T.  L. 
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,  LETTERS  FROM  MASTERS  OF  GIRLS. 


Julia  A.  Gr  —  was  admitted  to  tlie  House  December  2,  1868,  charged 
with  larceny,  aged  fifteen  years.  She  had  been  greatly  neglected  and 
had  acquired  very  bad  habits  before  coming  to  the  Refuge.  Her  master 
writes  concerning  her  as  follows  : 

June  19,  18G6. 

Dear  Sir— I  take  this  opportunity  to  let  you  know  that  Julia's  time 
has  expired,  and  she  says  she  would  like  to  go  home  to  her  friends.  She 
has  been  as  good  a  girl  as  I  could  expect.    I  trust  she  will  do  well. 

Yours  truly,  D.  V.  H. 


Mary  U  was  admitted  to  the  Refuge  July  8, 1864,  on  the  charge  of 

vagrancy,  aged  seventeen  years.  She  was  indentured  August  15,  1865  : 
and  the  following  letter  has  been  received  in  regard  to  her  : 

June  25, 1866. 

Dear  Sir — The  girl  I  got  from  your  place  is  very  good  thus  far.  I 
hope  she  will  continue  to  give  as  good  satisfaction  to  the  end  of  her  time. 
She  is  cheerful  and  I  think  well  satisfied  with  her  place. 

Yours,  &c.,  P.  W.  D. 


Mary  W  was  committed  to  the  Refuge  December  27,  1863,  from 

B  ,  charged  with  larceny,  aged  fifteen  years.  She  has  had  a  varied  ex- 
perience before  coming  here  and'  been  exposed  to  very  bad  influences. 
She  was  indentured  March  23,  1865 ;  and  the  following  letter  is  in  regard 
to  her : 

March  5,  186G. 

Dear  Sir— Mary  W  is  in  good  health  and  we  find  her  a  very  good 

girl.  She  attends  Sabbath-school  every  Sunday  and  likes  to  go.  She 
will  remain  with  us  after  her  time  expires. 

Yours  truly,  J.  H.  G. 

Rachel  B  — ,  aged  twelve  years,  admitted  December  3,  1863,  for 

vagrancy,  and  Alice  T  ,  fourteen  years,  admitted  March  21,  1865,  for 

petit  larceny,  were  indentured  January  4,  1866.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  a  letter  in  relation  to  them  : 

March  14, 1866. 

My  Dear  Sir — Rachel  continues  to  give  satisfaction,  and  Alice  proves 
to  be  a  good  girl,  and  her  master  speaks  of  her  in  commendable  terms 

The  di.«cipline  administered  in  your  Institution  seems  to  have  a  salu- 
tary effect  upon  the  children  who  are  })ut  to  service.  I  find  in  the 
country  that  many,  of  preference,  send  to  you  rather  than  to  other 
similar  institutions  in  the  city.  The  thoroughness  of  your  system  com- 
mends it  to  public  confidence.  Yours  sincerely,  J.  E.  C. 

Margaret  C  ,  committed  as  a  vagrant  April  1,1864,  aged  fifteen 

years,  was  indentured  June  5,  1865.  The  following  is  what  her  mistress 
«ays  of  her : 

April  2, 1866. 

Dear  Sir — Margaret  continues  with  iis  and  manifests  no  disposition 
to  leave.    She  is  in  good  health  and  growing  fleshy.    She  is  a  regular 
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{ittendant  at  cliiirch  and  Sabbatli-scliool,  and  appears  to  take  great  in- 
terest in  going.  She  is  very  fond  of  reading,  and  spends  her  leisure  time 
mostly  in  this  way.  During  the  winter  1  was  ill  and  Margaret  had  full 
charge  of  the  house  and  was  always  faithful  and  true. 

Respectfully  yours,  T.  H.  H. 


Anna  F  ,  committed  for  vagrancy  September  24,18G3,  aged  fourteen 

years,  was  indentured  October  19,  1865.  We  have  the  following  from 
her  mistress  : 

April  o,  1866. 

Sir— Anna  F  is  with  me  still,  and  I  find  her  a  good,  useful  girl. 

She  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  regularly  and  appears  happy  and 
contented.  She  is  fond  of  reading,  and  devotes  a  great  part  of  her  leisure 
time  in  reading  the  books  she  gets  from  the  Sabbath  school  and  other 
good  books.  Respectfully,  E.  S. 

Elizabeth  F  ,  committed  for  grand  larceny,  from  Onondaga  county, 

February  9,  1864,  aged  fifteen  years,  was  indentured  May  4,  1865.  The 
following  is  in  relation  to  her  : 

A2ml2S,  1866. 

Sir — Elizabeth  F  ,  the  girl  we  got  from  the  Refuge,  is  with  us  still 

and  is  a  fair  girl.  Her  health  is  good  and  she  seems  to  enjoy  herself. 
She  says  she  is  not  sorry  that  she  came  to  the  Refuge  ;  that  she  received 
instructions  there  that  she  would  not  have  received  elsewhere.  She 
sends  her  best  respects  to  the  ladies.        Yours  truly,  T.  S.  M. 


Bridget  S  came  to  the  Refuge  April  9, 1862,  as  a  vagrant ;  aged 

15  years.  She  was  indentured  May  11,  1863;  and  the  following  is  in 
relation  to  her : 

Julp  23,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  —I  took  a  girl  from  the  Refuge  more  than  three  years  ago, 
and  she  has  been  with  me  ever  since,  staying  one  year  over  her  time. 
Bridget  has  been  a  good  girl  and  is  much  respected  in  the  neighborhood. 
She  expects  to  marry  next  month  and  I  think  is  going  to  do  well. 

Yours  truly,  E.  S. 

Mary  D  was  admitted  to  the  Refuge  December  9,  1862,  as  a  va- 
grant ;  aged  fifteen  years.  She  was  indentured  February  9,  1863.  The 
following  is  in  regard  to  her  : 

September  1,1866. 

Dear  Sir — Mary  D  has  served  her  time  faithfully,  and  we  have 

been  paying  her  wages  for  more  than  a  year.  She  is  now  anxious  to 
visit  her  friends  and  probably  will  remain  w^ith  them.  If,  after  her 
visit,  she  concludes  to  leave,  we  shall  want  another  girl. 

Yours  truly,  J.  W.  B. 


Catherine  B  was  committed  September  18,  1803,  for  petit  larceny  ; 

aged  twelve  years.  She  was  detained  until  Sejjtember  9, 1864,  and  then 
indentured.    The  following  is  in  relation  to  her  : 

September  3,  1866. 

Dear  Sir— Catherine  B  is  with  me;  is  honest  and  industrious, 

both  at  work  and  at  school.  She  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school 
regularly,  and  I  send  her  to  day-school  with  my  children.  She  is  satis- 
fied with  her  place  and  we  with  her. 

Yours  truly,  J.  K. 
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LETTERS  FROM  CHILDREN. 


January,  1866. 

Deak  Friend— I  am  well  satisfied  with  my  place,  and  1  intend  to  liave 
my  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  if  my  life  is  spared. 

Your  pupil,  T.  K, 


January  20, 1866. 

Dear  Sir  -I  now  take  time  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  well,  and  so 

are  Mr,  and  Mrs.  S  .  They  have  no  children  but  me  ;  and  I  am  almost 

as  big  as  Mrs.  S.  I  go  to  school  and  to  church  and  I  have  a  veiy  nice 
place.  I  have  learned  to  knit  and  sew  and  to  do  most  kinds  of  house- 
work.   Please  remember  me  to  all  the  girls  and  matrons. 

Yours  truly,  M,  M, 


January  — ,  1866, 

Dear  Friend — I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  lam  well, 
and  when  this  reaches  you  I  hope  it  will  find  you  well,  I  have  nothing 
of  importance  to  write  this  time  ;  only  that  I  am  going  to  school  this 
winter.  I  am  getting  along  very  well.  If  I  live  one  year  longer  I  am 
coming  to  New  York  and  will  then  go  to  the  Refuge.  I  like  the  country 
very  much  ;  it  is  the  best  place  in  tbe  world  for  boys.  I  can  never  pay 
Mr.  Ketcham  in  the  world  for  getting  me  such  a  good  place;  and  have 
everything  I  desire.  This  is  all  at  i^reseut.  Grive  my  best  respects  to 
the  boys.  J.  C. 


March  3,  1866. 

My  Dear  Matron — I  write  a  few  lines  to  you,  hoping  to  find 
you  well,  as  I  am  at  present.  I  am  well  pleased  with  my  place  and  lam 
trying  to  be  a  good  girl.  I  have  an  opportunity  to  study  my  books 
every  morning  and  evening.  Please  give  my  love  to  the  girls  and  read 
this  letter  to  them ;  it  is  the  first  I  ever  wrote. 

From  your  Refuge  girl,  M.  L.  M. 


January  18,  1866. 
My  Dear  Superintendent -I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  am 
well  and  growing  stout.    I  am  glad  I  have  got  in  such  a  good  place.  I 
am  attending  school  this  winter.    I  should  be  glad  to  see  you  and  all 

the  rest  of  the  teachers  and  schoolmates.    Mr.  K  and  family  are 

very  kind  to  me.    No  more  at  present  from 

Your  boy,  F.  M. 


January  29, 1866 

Dear  Friend— I  take  pleasure  in  letting  you  know  that  1  am  still 

living  with  Mr.  P  ,  and  expect  to,  until  my  time  is  out.    I  am  glad  to 

say  that  I  regularly  attend  church  and  Sabbath-school.  The  people  of 
this  place  had  a  temperance  meeting  last  Sunday  night,  and  it  was  very 

interesting.    Most  all  the  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  0  signed 

the  pledge,  I  among  the  number,  and  I  mean  to  keep  it,  too,  I  have  been 
in  good  health  ever  since  I  came  here.  Give  my  love  to  all  the  officers 
and  managers  of  the  Institution.  I  cannot  think  of  anything  more  to 
write ;  so  good-by. 

I  still  remain  yours  truly,  D,  D. 
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March  18,  18C6. 

Deak  Sir — With  great  pleasure  I  write  these  few  lines.  My  time  has 
expired,  and  all  is  well.    I  have  tried  to  do  right,  and  I  hope  I  have.  I 

thank  you  very  much  for  this  kind  home  you  found  for  me.    Mr.  W  

wants  a  boy.  Won't  you  please  to  give  him  the  best  one  in  the  House, 
for  this  is  too  good  a  place  for  a  bad  one  V  He  wants  a  large  boy,  one  that 
is  able  to  do  farm  work.  Dear  sir,  I  must  thank  you  again  for  what  you 
have  done  for  me  ;  had  it  not  been  for  this  1  know  not  what  would  have 

become  of  me.    I  am  now  going  to  work  for  Mr.  S  for  wages.    I  have 

no  more  to  say.    Give  my  love  to  Miss  O'Brien. 

From,  J.  L.  L. 


Ajnil  23,  1866. 

Dear  Friend  — It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  spend  a  few  minutes  in  writ- 
ing to  you.  It  is  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  all  connected  with  the  Institution 
to  inform  them  of  my  prosperity,  for  it  is  to  them  I  owe  all  my  success 
in  life.    I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  am  employed  now  in  a  similar 

Institution,  the  C  Reform  School,  as  one  of  the  assistants.    I  believe 

there  never  was  a  better  object  instituted  than  Houses  of  Refuge  and 
Reform  Schools,  for  in  them  and  by  them  are  thousands  saved  from  ruin 
and  disgrace,  1  am  thankful  when  I  look  back  to  the  day  when  I  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  have  the  arm  of  friendship  extended  to  me  by  those  con- 
nected with  the  House  of  Refuge.  In  them  I  found  friends — yes,  friends 
that  saved  me  from  a  disgraceful  life.  I  cannot  close  this  letter  without 
sending  my  kind  regards  to  the  teachers  and  officers  of  the  House  ;  and, 
wishing  them  great  success  in  their  labors, 

I  remain  your  sincere  friend,  F.  C. 


May  11, 1866. 

My  Dear  Friend —I  thought  I  would  write  to  you  lest  you  might 
think  I  have  forgotten  you,  but  I  have  not.  My  health  is  very  poor  at 
present,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  better.    Have  you  any  girls  of  about  my 

age  to  put  out  ?    I  have  got  a  good  place  for  life,  but  Mrs.  B  thought 

it  she  could  get  a  girl  for  a  year  or  so,  that,  perhaps,  my  health  might 
then  be  better.  I  shall  remain  with  the  family,  but  they  want  me  to 
have  rest,  that  I  may  recover.  Give  my  love  to  Miss  O'Brien  and  the 
matrons  and  teachers.    Please  answer  soon.    No  more  at  present 

From  C.  R. 


May  6,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  —I  take  the  opportunity  to  write  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know 
how  I  am  getting  along.  I  am  in  good  health  and  am  improving  in  my 
trade.  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  stay  here  in  my  place.  I  go  to  Sun- 
day-school every  Sunday,  and  when  I  come  out  I  go  to  church.  I  would 
like  to  see  some  of  the  boys  out  here  ;  it  is  a  good  place.  I  hope  they 
are  getting  along  nicely.  I  wish  Mr.  Hallock  would  write  to  me  and 
tell  me  how  far  the  class  has  gone  in  arithmetic.  Please  answer  this 
soon. 

Yours  truly,  T.  D. 


May  20,  1866. 

Sir— I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  of  troubling  you  ;  but 
having  once  been  an  inmate  of  your  Institution,  I  am  anxious  to  know 
for  certain  my  exact  age  ;  it  will  be  very  useful  for  me  to  know  it  at  the 
present  time.'  My  House  number  was  3,483  (more  than  twenty  years 
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ago).  I  am  getting  along  very  well  at  present ;  but  I  have  had  many 
tri|ils  and  difficulties  in  my  life,  I  have  overcome  them,  however,  and 
by  observing  strictly  an  honest  course  and  dealing  justly  with  my  fellow- 
men  I  have  obtained  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  good  men  that  know 
me.    Please  let  me  have  the  desired  information  and  oblige 

Yours  truly,  W.  C.  A. 


June  3, 1866. 

Kind  Sir — My  time  has  expired  with  Mr.  B  ,  and  now  I  am  think 

ing  of  making  a  visit  to  the  kind  friends  at  the  Refuge  before  I  go  to  my 

mother.    1  am  but  little  acquainted  in  the  city  ;  but  Mr.  B  says  you 

will  aid  me  in  finding  my  friends.  My  mother  is  quite  willing  I  should 
return  home  now,  and  I  mean  in  the  future  not  to  disappoint  her.  I  hope 
the  girls  all  have  good  badges,  so  that  they  can  go  out  and  get  good 
homes.    Please  give  my  love  to  all  the  kind  Matrons  and  to  the  girls. 

I  remain  your  pupil,  M.  E.  V. 


May  25, 1866. 

1  wish  you  would  send  me  a  pass  to  come  up  to  see  you  and  Mr.  P  

and  all  the  kind  friends.  I  want  to  come  up  on  Sunday  to  hear  the  ser- 
mon. Leonard,  Mary,  and  I  are  getting  along  nicely.  I  am  glad  that  I 
came  to  the  House  of  Refuge.  I  am  working  at  the  trade  and  my  time 
is  out.  I  mean  to  go  at  the  business  for  myself.  We  are  all  well  and 
happy.    Please  send  the  pass.  Yours  ever,  F.  L. 


June  4, 1866. 

My  Dear  Sir— I  have  arrived  in  S  ,as  you  will  see  by  the  heading 

of  my  letter,  and  I  am  doing  well  with  my  business.  Please  say  to  my 
old  associates  in  the  House  to  take  the  same  course  that  I  have  taken 
and  intend  to  follow  ;  always  be  upright,  honest,  always  speak  the  truth, 
and  every  day  they  will  find  their  condition  growing  better.  I  feel  that 
I  am  indebted  to  the  Institution  for  the  success  I  have  had.  Please  read 
this  letter  to  the  boys,  and  remind  them  that  there  is  still  a  chance  for 
them  to  do  well.  I  was  one  of  their  number  in  the  same  House  and  on 
my  way  to  destruction  ;  but  now  I  find  myself  a  man  in  good  standing, 
with  many  good  friends  and  on  the  road  to  fortune. 

Yours  truly,  T.  R. 


July  15,  1866. 

Dear  Sir— Some  time  has  elapsed  since  I  heard  from  you,  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  write  to  you  once  more.  I  am  enjoying  the  best  of 
health  and  spirits,  I  am  farming  this  year  instead  of  soldiering  ;  but  I 
don't  like  it  as  well.  We  have  very  fine  weather  so  far,  but  it  seems  as 
though  we  are  going  to  have  a  rainy  spell.  Wheat  and  oats  look  well, 
but  corn  is  rather  backward.  I  have  left  my  former  place  and  am 
working  about  six  miles  from  there.  Tell  the  boys,  if  they  want  to  come 
*'  West "  Illinois  is  the  place  for  them.  Give  my  best  respects  to  all  and 
write  soon.  Yours  truly,  E.  S. 


DKCPvllTION  OF  THE  BUILDINGS. 


The  House  of  Refuge  is  located  on  tlie  easterly  bank  of  the  Harlem 
river,  on  Randall's  Island,  and  directly  opposite  that  portion  of  the  city 
of  New  York  which  is  included  between  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  and 
One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  streets.  The  buildings  are  of  brick,  erected 
in  the  Italian  style.  The  two  principal  structures  front  the  river  and  form 
a  facade  nearly  a  thousand  feet  in  length.  The  line  of  their  fronts  is  ex- 
actly parallel  with  the  city  avenues.  The  larger  of  the  two  buildings  is 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  boys'  department,  the  other  for  the  girls'. 
Other  buildings  are  located  in  the  rear  of  these  and  are  inclosed  by  a 
stone  wall  twenty  feet  high.  A  division  wall,  of  like  height,  separates 
the  grounds  of  the  boys'  department  from  that  of  the  girls',  and  in  each 
department  walls  separate  the  inmates  into  two  divisions. 

The  boys'  house  is  nearly  six  hundred  feet  long.  The  dome-sur- 
mounted portions  are  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  officers ;  the  central  mass 
also  contains  the  chapel ;  while  the  extreme  portions  contain  the  hospi- 
tals and  lavatories.  There  are  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  dormitories, 
five  feet  by  seven,  and  seven  feet  high,  in  the  portion  between  the  center 
and  end  buildings.  In  the  rear  is  the  school  and  dining-hall  building, 
seventy  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  A  central  brick  wall 
divides  the  building  in  each  story  into  two  equal  parts — one  for  each 
division.  The  lower  story  is  appropriated  to  dining-rooms  and  the  upper 
story  to  school-rooms.  In  the  rear  of  the  school  building  are  the  kitchen 
and  bakery,  occupying  a  space  twenty-five  by  ninety  feet.  The  work- 
shops are  at  the  northerly  and  southerly  extremities  of  the  yard,  and  are 
each  thirty  by  one  hundred  feet  and  three  stories  high. 

The  girls' house  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long — the  central  portion 
of  which  contains  the  apartments  of  the  Matron,  assistants,  and  female 
teachers,  w^iile  the  wings  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty  dormitories 
for  the  inmates.  In  the  rear,  connected  by  two  corridors  or  covered 
halls,  is  a  building  for  school-rooms  and  dining-halls — the  hospitals, 
sewing-rooms,  and  lavatories  being  at  each  end,  with  the  laundry  in  the 
rear. 

The  whole  establishment  is  supplied  with  Croton  water,  brought  across 
the  Harlem  riv^r  in  a  three  and-one-quarter-inch  lead  pipe.  Tanks  arc 
in  the  attics  of  the  principal  buildings,  and  a  reservoir,  one  hundred  feet 
diameter,  located  beyond  the  inclosure,  affords  a  reserve  for  extraordinary 
occasions,  as  well  as  a  plentiful  supi)ly  of  ice  in  the  winter. 
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Society  for  the  Reformation  of) 
Juvenile  Delinquents,  [ 

New  York,  January  1,  1866. 
The  Managers  of  tlie  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delin- 
quents in  the  city  of  New  York  hereby  give  notice  that  the  House  of 
Refuge  on  Randall's  Island,  under  their  charge,  has  provision  for  750 
hoys  and  250  girls — the  buildings  for  each  sex  being  entirely  separate 
and  distinct. 

This  notice  is  sent  throughout  the  State  in  order  that  the  authorities 
of  the  coiinties  at  a  distance  from  the  city  may  be  informed  of  the 
ample  provision  thus  afforded  by  the  well-judged  liberality  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  Reformation  of  the  youthful  offender,  whether  male  or 
female. 

The  House  of  Refuge  of  Western  New  York,  located  at  Rochester,  re- 
ceives boys  only,  no  department  for  girls  having  been  organized  therein ; 
and  the  New  York  House  is  now  prepared  to  receive  girls,  when  prop- 
erly committed  and  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  from  all  parts  of  the 
State. 

The  Managers  having  been  informed  that  the  expense  of  sending  cul- 
prits from  the  more  remote  counties,  under  a  former  law,  has  been  oner- 
ous upon  them,  call  attention  to  the  following  law,  passed  April  12, 1859  : 

"  AN  ACT,  empowering  the  Boards  of  Super  visors,  in  the  respective 
Counties  of  this  State,  to  fix,  and  determine  the  compensation  to  he  allowed 
for  the  conveyance  of  Jumnile  Delinquents  to  Houses  of  Refuge,  and  Insane 
Criminals  to  Insane  Asylums. 

"Sec.  1.  The  Boards  of  Supervisors  in  the  respective  counties  of  this 
State  are  hereby  empowered,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  annuall3^  to  fix 
and  determine  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  officers  for 
the  conveyance  of  juvenile  delinquents  to  the  houses  of  refuge,  and  of 
lunatics  to  the  insane  asylums  ;  and  no  other  or  greater  amount  than 
that  so  fixed  and  determined  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  such  service. 

"  Sec.  2.  Repeals  conflicting  laws. 
Sec.  3.  Takes  effect  immediately."    (Page  553,  Laws,  82d  Session, 
1859.) 

The  accompanying  act  is  also  referred  to  as  conveying  information 
which  may  be  useful  to  magistrates  out  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York: 
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AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '•'An  act  to  incorporate  the  Societt/  for 
the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  March  29,  1824. 

Passed  Apkil  10,  1860. 
T7ie  People  of  the  State  of  Neic  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assenibly 
do  enact  as  follows  : 
Sec.  1.  The  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for  the 
reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  passed 
March  29,  1824,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  to  the  fourth  section 
thereof  the  following  words  : 

"The  Managers  of  the  said  Society  shall  receive  into  the  House  of 
Refuge,  established  by  them  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whenever  they 
may  have  room  for  that  purpose,  all  such  children  as  shall  be  taken  up, 
or  committed  as  vagrants^  in  any  city  or  county  of  this  State,  and  might 
now,  if  convicted  of  criminal  offenses  in  such  city  or  county,  be  sent 
as  directed  by  law,  to  said  House  of  Refuge,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
court  or  magistrate,  by  whom  they  shall  be  committed  as  vagrants,  the 
aforesaid  children  shall  be  deemed  proper  persons  to  be  sent  to  said 
Institution. 

"  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  Managers  in  relation  to  the  chil- 
dren whom  they  shall  receive  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  the  same  in 
all  things  as  now  provided  by  law,  in  case  of  children  convicted  of  crim- 
inal offenses  and  committed  to  the  charge  of  said  Managers." 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Society  for 
the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York,'' 
passed  March  29,  1824. 

Passed  March  22,  1865 ;  three-fifths  being  present. 
The  People  of  tJie  State  of  Neic  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juve. 
nile  Delinquents  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  next 
annual  election  of  the  Society,  arrange  themselves  into  three  classes  of 
ten  each,  to  be  determined  by  lot,  to  serve  respectively  one,  two,  and 
three  years,  and  at  every  subsequent  election,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  designated,  ten  persons  shall  be  chosen  as  Managers  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  three  years ;  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  in  any  class  during 
the  term  of  service  of  said  class  may  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
for  the  unexpired  portion  of  said  term. 

§  2.  The  fourth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incor])orate  the 
Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New 
York,"  passed  March  29,  1824,  is  amended  by  striking  out  the  following 
words :  "  Provided  that  the  charge  and  power  of  the  said  Managers  upon 
and  over  the  said  children  shall  not  extend  in  the  case  of  females  beyond 
the  age  of  eighteen  years." 
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§  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  Courts  and  Magistrates  by  whom  any 
j  uvenile  delinquent  shall  be  committed  or  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge  in 
the  city  of  New  York  to  ascertain  the  age  of  such  delinquent  by  such 
proof  as  may  be  in  their  power,  and  to  insert  such  age  in  the  order  of 
commitment ;  and  the  age  thus  ascertained  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  the  true  age  of  such  delinquent. 

^  4  In  cases  where  the  age  of  the  delinquent  so  committed  is  not  so 
ascertained  and  inserted  in  the  order  of  commitment,  the  said  Managers 
shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  such  delinquent  shall  be  received  by  them, 
ascertain  the  age  of  such  delinquent  by  such  proof  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  designated  by 
tJiem  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  age  thus  ascertained  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  the  true  age  of  such  delinquent. 

§  5.  All  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen  in  the  several  counties 
which  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  designated  by  law  as  the  counties 
from  which  juvenile  delinquents  shall  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  deserting  their  homes  without  good  or  sufficient 
cause,  or  keeping  company  with  dissolute  or  vicious  persons  against  the 
lawful  commands  of  their  fathers,  mothers,  guardians,  or  other  persons 
standing  in  the  place  of  a  parent,  shall  be  deemed  disorderly  children. 

§  6.  Upon  complaint  made  on  oath  to  any  Police  Magistrate  or  Justice  of 
the  Peace  against  any  child  within  his  county  under  the  age  of  sixteen,  by 
his  or  her  parent  or  guardian,  or  other  person  standing  to  him  or  her  in 
place  of  a  parent,  as  being  disorderly,  such  Magistrate  or  J ustice  shall 
issue  his  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  offender,  and  cause  him  or 
her  to  be-brought  before  himself  or  any  other  Police  Magistrate  or  Justice 
of  the  said  county  for  examination. 

§  7.  If  such  Magistrate  or  Justice  be  satisfied  by  competent  testimony, 
that  such  person  is  a  disorderly  child  within  the  description  aforesaid,  he 
shall  make  up  and  sign  a  record  of  conviction  thereof,  and  shall,  by  war- 
rant under  his  hand,  commit  such  person  to  the  House  of  Refuge  estab- 
lished by  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
said  Managers  in  relation  to  the  said  children  shall  be  the  same  in  all 
things  as  are  prescribed  as  to  other  j  uvenile  delinquents  received  by 
them;  provided,  however,  that  any  person  committed  under  this  act  shall 
have  the  same  right  of  appeal  now  secured  by  law  to  persons  convicted 
of  criminal  offense ;  but  on  any  such  appeal  mere  informality  in  the  issu- 
ing of  any  warrant  shall  not  be  held  to  be  sufficient  cause  for  granting  a 
discharge. 

§  8.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately, 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

OLIVER  S.  STRONG, 

President. 

Andeew  Warner, 

Secretary. 
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Society  for  the  Eeformation  ] 
OF  Juvenile  Delinquents,  J- 
HousE  OF  Refuge  {Randall's  Island),  ] 

186 

The  ^lanagers  of  tlie  House  of  Refuge  take  this  method  of  informing 
you  that  your  has  been  received  as  an  inmate  of 

their  Institution,  to  remain  during  minority  or  until  discharged  by  the 
Managers  or  by  due  process  of  law. 

For  your  information  the  Managers  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the 
Institution  is  not  a  place  of  punishment  nor  a  prison,  but  a  Reform 
School,  where  the  inmates  receive  such  instruction  and  training  as  are 
best  adapted  to  form  and  perpetuate  a  virtuous  character,  to  establish 
habits  of  industry,  and  to  advance  them  in  those  branches  of  knowledge 
which  are  taught  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State. 

They  are  accordingly  provided  with  a  home  every  way  pleasant  and 
comfortable  ;  are  furnished  with  steady  employment  of  a  kind  to  enable 
them  to  earn  their  own  support  after  their  discharge  ;  have  appropriate 
seasons  of  recreation ;  are  well  fed  and  clothed,  and,  when  sick,  are  at- 
tended by  the  House  Physician  and  carefully  nursed  ;  are  regularly 
gathered  into  school  at  certain  hours  on  five  days  of  the  week,  and  on 
the  Sabbath  are  furnished  with  suitable  religious  and  moral  instruction. 
In  order  to  accomplish  the  wise  ends  contemplated  by  the  beneficent  pro- 
vision of  the  State,  the  inmates  must  remain  a  sufficient  time  to  receive 
such  training  and  discipline  as  will  serve  to  reform  their  e^'il  habits  and 
to  establish  in  them  correct  principles  and  habits  of  industry.  The  Man- 
agers, therefore,  are  guided  in  their  decisions  as  to  the  term  during  which 
inmates  shall  be  retained  in  the  House  by  their  conduct  while  confined, 
and,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  previous  history  of  the  inmate,  either  pro- 
long or  shorten  the  period  of  confinement  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  gi-eater  or  less  deliquency  in  each  case.  Applications  for  the  discliarge 
of  inmates  are  frequently  made  within  a  few  weeks  after  their  commit- 
ment, which,  however,  cannot  be  entertained.  Only  in  special  cases,  the 
circumstances  of  which  can  be  stated  at  the  City  Office,  will  ap]>lication8 
be  received  by  the  Indenturing  Committee  under  twelve  months  from 
the  date  of  committal. 
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Parents,  guardians,  and  other  near  friends  of  those  children  sent  from 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  are  permitted  to  visit  them  once  in 
three^ months,  and  on  their  first  visit  will  receive  a  card  designating  these 
periods.  Where  friends  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  city,  they  will  be 
permitted  to  see  their  children  at  any  time  they  are  in  the  city,  provided 
their  visits  are  not  oftener  than  once  in  three  months.  If  unable,  from 
residing  at  too  great  a  distance,  to  visit  their  children,  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  write  to  them  once  within  the  prescribed  period  and  to  receive 
letters  in  return. 

In  case  of  serious  illness  of  any  child,  the  friends  will  be  at  once  ad 
vised  of  its  condition. 

The  House  of  Refuge  is  on  Randall's  Island,  in  the  Twelfth  Ward  of 
the  city  New  York,  and  the  ferry  at  the  foot  of  East  One  Hundred  and 
Seventeenth  street  can  be  reached  at  all  hours,  either  by  the  Second  or 
Third  Avenue  Railroad.  The  City  Office  is  No.  516  Broadway,  opposite 
the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  and  is  open  between  the  hours  of  9  A.  M.  and  4 
P.  M.,  where  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  children  can  procure  informa- 
tion respecting  their  welfare. 

Ifi  'behalf  of  the  Managers, 

OLIVER  S.  STRONG, 

Fvesident. 

ANDREW  WARNER, 

8ecre!taT\j. 


